











THE 






























































he ne 
th ¥ KHICLE, 4 
the “igh 
me a he 
. OR + Te t's 
his : » aR 
the NEW-YORK NORTHWESTERN eee 
| ’ ry3 * Y x a Ne tpn 
iff ~=CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. a 
on oo 
el. a — 248 ; , — . SS Bis gids 
NO. b Ii. | Ik EF BR L A K Yy s 1 $16, [% on. i oe ae i 
nd Wiebe ti im Ae es mre | 
\e- a 
1 FOR THE VEHICLE. Be 
I REFLECTIONS ON THE BIRTH OF CHRiST. Mase 
AwAKE my soul, awake, arise from the bed of sloth. fs oe 
Shake off the fas scinating charms of Indolence. Assert oe 
thy dignity, spr ing into action. Let thy noble powers eee i 
fnd full employ in centemplating that grand exhibition, pe 


ihe glorious manifestation of the love of God.— 
Recoliect, my wandering soul, that auspicious hour, 
when the humble swains of Bethlehem, watching their 
fleecy charge, were seated on the cold ground. Conver- , 
sing, perhaps, on the inscrutable ways of divine provi- 
dence. Or,the great promise of the Messiah might be 


the subject of their conversation. When suddenly a ray Rs e 
of lisht shot through the hemisphere, and anon, a stupen- ae 
dous blaze of glory burst upon their view: the atmos- bea 
phere was illuminated, and the earth blazed around with eet 
the refulgent brightness: and itseemed as though heaven koe 
had come downto earth, or rather, that earth was converted . ie 
into heaven. Especially when the bright messenger of a 


Heaven’s adorable Menarch, clad in robes of radiant glo- | ies 
ry, stood before them, his countenance beaming benignityp ity 
With placid air,and his heart full of complacency, he, aan 
with a vcice milder than the gentle zephyrs, and softer 


than the breath of spring, addressed them, “ Fear not (for al 
their astonished souts were filled with fear and trembling” tes oe 
» Fear not,” says he,“ for, behold I bring you good tidin’ te ik 


of great joy, which shall be to all people, for unto yot ney 
born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour who “ 
Christ the Lord.” Bb ee 
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301 Reflections on the Birth of Christ. 


Blessed, forever blessed be God the father of our Lory 
Jesus Christ, for the great love, wherewith he loved y, 
when we were dead intresspasses and sins, and sent hy 
Son tobe a propitiation for our sins ——Ohye hum. 
ble swains, how did your hearts glow with love, your souls 
leap for joy, while you heard the glad tidings announced, 
To you, to you poor shepherds, who were not reposing 
on downy beds, enveloped with curtains of purple, fringed 
with gotd, whose heads were not adorned with goldey 
crowns, nor shone with a glittering diadem of pearis and 
precious stones. Your hands held no sceptre indicative 
of high command ; but the rough-made crook, and plainer 
staff marked your employ, and were the insignia of your 
humble occupation. To you, oh blessed news! to you is 
born a Saviour who is Christ the Lord. How were your 
souls filled with wonder and astonishment, while your de. 
liohted ears received the sweet celestial sounds, and your 
ravished hearts beat in unison with the melodious accents 
of the heavenly messenger.—Heaven could no longer 
containthe joy. The stupendous gates unfolded wide 
their everlasting doors, and from the lofty turrets, on 
swift wing, a multitude of the heavenly host descended.— 
Heaven is illuminated, and earth reflects the glory, the 
circumambicnt air shines with dazzling light, the heaven- 
ly blaze enlightens all the country round, sweet emblem 
of that soul-healing doctrine that shall soon be promul- 
gated, and produce the most astonishing effects. Soon 
did the joyful angels mingle their melodious voices and 
in sweet symphony chaunt forth that heaven-indited carol, 
Glory to God in the highest, and en earth peace, good 
will towards inen. 
~ And now, Oh! my soul, why art thou not moved witha 
sense of that superlative goodness, that boundless mercy; 
which God has graciously revealed to us. —Awake, arise; 
shake thyself from the dust of the world, soar above the 
earth, no longer indulge thyself in sensual pleasures, re- 
member from whence thou art descended, and no longer 
degrade thy noble birth. Oh the goodness and love of our 
beneficent Creator! And thou, oh my soul, consider into 
what # wretched situation sin had reduced thee, a fallen 
creature, how vile, how base, cursed by a holy law, under 
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condemnation, and the wrath of God resting upon thee, 
without hope and without God in the world. Such was 
thy condition. And what in prospect buta fearful sehen 
for, of aed indignation that shouid devour the adversary! 
But hark! oh my soul, listen attentively to the joyfui 
sound, to the sweet accents failing from the lips of the 
pright herald, Zo youis borna Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord. Be astonished, oh ye heavens, stand amazed, oh 
earth, and tremble ye inhabitants of the internal regions. 
For from the celestial heights descends the mighty God, 
clothed in a garb ot human flesh. He comes to suffer, 
bleed, and die, to be a sacrifice for sin. Say ye inhabit- 
ants of the heavenly worid, what was your surprise, what 
was your joy, when the great decree was announced, 
when the blessed intelligence was communicated to your 
shining ranks. How did the celestial regions ring with 
acclamations of joy, and the sweet hosannahs resound 
through fields of light. And was it for me, for sinful me, 
that my Creator deigned to leave the shining reaims otf 
day, assumed human nature, an‘ became a babe in Beth- 
lehem. Oh my soul, let love and gratitude inspire thee, 
and do thou henceforth renounce tne worid and the vant- 
tics thereof, and devote thyself to the service of God. 
Cleave unto him with full purpose of heart; mourn for 
thy sins, and under a sense of his unparalleled goodness, 
consecrate thyself entirely to his service; live only for 
him,rest wholly upon him, make his laws thy delight, 
his service thy pleasure. Wound not thy Saviour. Grieve 
not his spirit, effend not his children. But trust in God, 
and rejoice in the Saviour. Exercise faith in the Re- 
deemer, and repentance towards God. Waik in his laws, 
obey his commands, and rejoice in his government. En- 
ter in at the strait gate ot self denial, and walk with piea- 
sure in the narrow road of holiness. Pressing toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus, 
Go now attend the humble swains of Bethlehem, to the 
honored stable, where lies the desire of nations in his 
‘amtile state. View the smiling babe, whose lovely coun- 
‘enance beains with celestial philanthropy. His eyes 
scatter lighi and gladness through every heart. And the 
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enraptured soul is dissolved while viewing the godlike 
Beauty of the great Son of the MOST HIGH. See the 
yenerable sages from the east, directed in their course 
an unknown star, entering the humble mansion, their 
joyful countenances indicating the gladness of their 
hearts, on seeing the infant messenger of the everlasting 
cevenant, lying in thearms of the biessed Virgin. W, ith 
speed they unlade the weary beasts, and from their trea. 
sures with joyful hearts and warm devotion, they preseat 
the infant God-man with gold, frankincense, and myrri, 
Thus from the zentile world he receives the first solemn 
acknowledzrement of his divine sovereignty, an impor. 
tant circumstance, indicating an abundant aCCess to ihe 
church of God from the heathen nations. Let those ear. 
ly examples of real devotion to the Son of God, fire me 
With flaming zeal for the honor and dignity of the holy 
babe. Shaili remain supine and stupid? No, let me arise 
and pour out the desires of my soul in tervent devotionm 
jet me rise superior to_all terrestrial pleasures, let me for- 
sake the earch, and its vain and fleeting enjoyments—let 
me glow with ardent love to God, and warm aifection to 
iis people. May I be entirely engaged in those pleasing 
duties which are calculated to do honor to God and pro 
duce a benefit to the children of men. And while I] con 
sider the inexvressible love my biessed Saviour evinced 
in his incarnation, iet me engage with the greatest arden 
cv inthose important designs whica are new pursuing for 
promuicating the gospel of the Son of Gog. May | be 
found watching and preying for the comiug of that day, 
when the kingdoms of this world shall become the king: 
doms of the Lord and of his Christ—When the wils 
earth shall be filled with the glory of God, and the knowl 
edie of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters do 
the sea. Mayl enjoy the sweet tokens of his biessed 
presence, the aid, influence and consolation of his holy 
spirit. May Ibe endued with strength from on om 
that I may be enabled io overcome the powers of darkness 
that when death arrives, I may quietly resign my spitit 
into the hands of my dearest Lord, enjoy che supporun® 
powers of eivine love, and be escor ted | by holy angeis into 
those blessed manstons, that the eternal ‘Son has prepared 
for all those who love God. AMYNTAS. 
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the Hetract of a letter from Elder John Upfold, to the Presi: Be, 

IPSe dent and Directors of the Hamilton Baptist Misssion se 
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mind was under a cloud of darkness, which continued tor 
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several days: But ere I was aware light broke into my 
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Ore soul. My bowels yearned over dying men ; and 1 enjoyed 4 his yo ‘ 
che a sweet liberty inthe great work of publishing saivation he i 
a's! to the inhabitants of the wilderness. The peopie among pad F 4g 
ne whom I have labored as a missionary, are wholly destitute “Yh fi 
aly of the public means of instruction, unless they are visit- a 
se ed by travelling ministers; and I am afriad that a great % 
_ number of them are perishing for lack of vision.—The =e 
i Lord has blessed the little settlement at the Rapids, in Te 
et the town of Gates, with some mercy drops of heavenly fae : 
to grace, The little church constituted afew months since, aig 
¢ consisting of eleven members, has increased to tiurty-one, fee 8 ; 
Je in comfortable union. May the Lord keep them from Bede i 
e falling out by the way. At Paima there is a smal! church She G 
d Situate at Braddock’s Bay, in a very divided state.—I ates ie 
, preached to them with my usual freedom. In Ridgeway ee , 
r there is a considerabie attention to the preaching of Gud’s cat 
e word, There are a number of professors in this town, a, He 
, and [indulge the hope that they will shortly unite in a beet 
. gospel church. This people are rather low in their a 
worldiy circumstances ; yet 1 believe that a goodly num- ia tt 
; der of them are rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom.— Fe Pi 
) My soul has often been drawn out in prayerto Almighty 88 oh a 
God, that his gracious kingdom might come with power peaertn.| te 
amongst them. “a 
In Hartland there are several professors of religion in # 
Ourorder. Some of them have formed ino a conference, e 
hoping that at some future time they may become a visi- oS SaaS 
ble gospel church. At Slaton’s settlement, in Hartland, Peele ap, BE 
there is a society of the followers of Elias Smith. I : paver | i 
preached to them on the Divinity of Christ, and the eter- Pere te) | bs 
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Blessed, forever blessed be God the father of our Lor 
Jesus Christ, for the great love, wherewith he loved ys 
when we were dead intresspasses and sins, and sent hy 
Son tobe a propitiation for our sins. — Oh ye hun. 
bie swains, how did your hearts glow with love, your souls 
leap for joy, while you heard the glad tidings announced, 
To you, to you poor shepherds, who were not reposing 
on downy beds, enveloped with curtains of purple, fringed 
with gotd, whose heads were not adorned with golden 
crowns, nor shone with a glittering diadem of pears and 
precious stones. Your hands held no sceptre indicative 
of high command ; but the rough-made crook, and plainer 
staff marked your employ, and were the insignia of your 
humble occupation. To you, oh blessed news! to you is 
born a Saviour who is Christ the Lord. How were your 
souls filled with wonder and astonishment, while your de- 
liehted ears received the sweet celestial sounds, and your 
ravished hearts beat in unison with the melodious accents 
of the heavenly messenger.—Heaven could no longer 
containthe joy. The stupendous gates unfolded wide 
their everlasting doors, and from the lofty turrets, on 
swift wing, a multitude of the heavenly host descended.— 
Heaven is illuminated, and earth reflects the glory, the 
circumambicnt air shines with dazzling light, the heaven- 
ly blaze enlightens all the country round, sweet emblem 
of that soul-healing doctrine that shall soon be promul- 
gated, and produce the most astonishing effects. Soon 
did the joyful angels mingle their melodious voices and 
in sweet symphony chaunt forth that heaven-indited carol, 
Glory to God in the highest, and en earth peace, good 
will towards imen. 

And now, Oh! my soul, why art thou not moved with a 
sense of that superlative goodness, that boundless mercy, 
which God has graciously revealed to us.—Awake, arise, 
shake thyself from the dust of the world, soar above the 
earth, no longer indulge thyself in sensual pleasures, re- 
member from whence thou art descended, and no longer 
degrade thy noble birth. Oh the goodness and love of cur 
beneficent Creator! And thou, oh my soul, consider into 
what @ wretched situation sin had reduced thee, a fallen 
creature, how vile, how base, cursed by a holy law, under 
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td HF -ondemnation, and the wrath of God resting upon thee, : 

US MP without hope and without God in the world. Such was “a 

his thy condition. And what in prospect buta fearful looking dy 

mM: HB for, of fiery indignation that shouid devour the adversary ae 

ils But hark: oh my soul, listen attentively to the joyfui rig 

d. Mound, to the sweet accents failing from the lps of the Hit 

ng pright herald, Zo youis borna Saviour, whois Christ the | Ay 

“d wt Be astonished, oh ye heavens, stand amazed, oh ae ia 

0 PP carth, and tremble ye inhabitants of the infernal regions. ee Sete 

id For from the celestial heights descends the mighty God, cs 

'¢ Mi clothed in a garb of human flesh. He comes to suffer, ter 

t Mi bleed, and die, to be a sacrifice for sin. Say ye inhabit- coe 

‘! ants of the heavenly worid, what was your surprise, what free 

. was your joy, when the great decree was announced, : 

* Be when the blessed intelligence was communicated to your - 

. shining ranks. How did the celestial regions ring with oh 

' BB acclamations of joy, and the sweet hosannahs resound ae 

through fields of light. And was it for me, for sinful me, he 

that my Creator deigned to leave the shining reaims ot fee ye 

day, assumed human nature, an‘ became a babe in Beth- ko ae 

) ichem. Oh my soul, let love and gratitude inspire thee, ‘ae 3 

| and do thou henceforth renounce tne worid and the vant- | ae | 

- ‘BR ities thereof, and devote thyself to the service of God. Seay 
Cleave unto him with full purpose of heart; mourn for Poti 


thy sins, and under a sense of his unparalleled goodness, 
consecrate thyself entirely to his service; live only for | 
him, rest wholly upon him, make his laws thy delight, tat 
his service thy pleasure. Wound not thy Saviour. Grieve Ce 
not his spirit, offend not his children. But trust in God, | 
and rejoice in the Saviour. Exercise faith in the Re- 
deemer, and repentance towards God. Waik in his laws, ne ee 
obey his commands, and rejoice ia his government. En- ee, 
ter in at the strait gate ot self denial, and walk with plea- ag 
sure in the narrow road of holiness. Pressing toward the Bt 
mark fur the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

Gonow attend the humble swains of Bethlehem, to the 
honored stable, where lies the desire of nations in his : 
‘Samile state. View the smiling babe, whose lovely coun- re ease 
‘enance beains with celesual ore wnthropy. His eyes as bs 
scatter liphi and gladness through every heart. And the ar ea 
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enraptured soul is dissolved while viewing the godlike 
Beauty of the great Son of the MOST HIGH. See the 
venerable sages from the east, directed in their course 
by an unknown star, entering the humble mansion, their 
joytul countenances indicating the gladness of their 
hearts, on seeing tne infant messenger of the everlasting 
cevenant, lying in thearms of the biessed Virgin. Wity 
speed they unlade the weary beasts, and from their tres. 
sures with joyful hearts and warm devotion, they present 
the infant God-man with gold, frankincense, and myrri, 
Thus from the zentile world he receives the first solemn 
acknowledzement of his divine sovereignty, an impor. 
ant circumstance, indicating an abundant access to ihe 
church of God from the heathen nations. Let those ear. 
ly examples of real devotion to the Son of God, fire me 
with flaming zeal for the honor and dignity of the holy 
babe. Shaili remain supine and stupid? No, let me arise 
snd pour out the desires of my soul in tervent devotionm 
jet me rise superior to.all terrestrial pleasures, let me for- 
sake the earch, and its vain and fleeting enjoyments—let 
me glow with ardent love to God, and warm aifection to 
his people. May I be entirely engaged in those pleasing 
duties which are calculated todo honor to God and pro- 
duce a benefit to the children of men. And while I con 
sider the inexoressible love my blessed Saviour evinced 
in his incarnauion, ret me engage with the greatest arde- 
cv inthose import. ant designs whica are now pursuing for 
penn gates the gospel of the Son of Gog. May i I be 
found watching and preying for the coming of that day, 
when the kingdoms of this world shall become the kisg- 
doms of the Lied and of his Christ—When the wil: 
earth shall be filled with the glory of God, and the knowl- 
edie of the Lord sholl cover tie earth as the waters do 
the sea. May l enjoy the sweet tokens of his biessed 
presence, the aid, influence and consolation of his nul¥ 
spirit. May Ibe enduecd with strength from on _ 
that I may be enabled io overcome the powers of darknes 

that when death arrives, I may quietly resign my spirit 
into the han ls of my dearest Lord, enjoy the supporung 
powers of éivine love, and be escor ted | by holy angels into 
those blessed manstons, that the eternal ‘Son has prepare ed 
for all those who love God. AMYNTAS. 
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Hxtract of a letter from Elder John Upfold, to the Presi: 
dent and Directors of the Hamilton Baptist Misssione 
ary Society. 2 igh 





























7" DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, ie 
: ae 
ity Having given you some outlines of my mission to the Re: 
ea westward in a former letter, I shall now, agreeably to pro- oP a 
2nt mise, write you the particulars. When I left home my f at 4 
rh, mind was under a cloud of darkness, which continued tor a AR 3 
an several days: But ere I was aware light broke into my bie 
iI soul. My bowels yearned over dying men ; and 1 enjoyed i Dare 
he a sweet liberty inthe great work oi publishing saivauion ae 
iI to the inhabitants of the wilderness. The peopie among Pas a 
ne whom I have labored as a missionary, are wholly destitute het 
ly of the public means of instruction, unless they are visit- i 
se ed by travelling ministers ; and I am afriad that a great Se 
_ number of them are perishing for lack of vision.—The ea 
. Lord has blessed the little settlement at the Rapids, in r is 
t the town of Gates, with some mercy drops of heavenly at 
0 erace. The little church constituted afew months since, fate ve oe 
, consisting of eleven members, has increased to thirty-one, Bee ae 
’ in comfortable union. May the Lord keep them from Ty eave & 
. falling out by the way. Ai Paima there is a smal! church E AN 
| Situate at Braddock’s Bay, in a very divided state.—TI Sate 
preached to them with my usual freedom. In Ridgeway Wee 
there is a considerabie attention to the preaching of God’s a 
word. There are a number of professors in this town, tN 
aid [indulge the hope that they will shortiy unite in a ee 
gospel church. This people are rather low in their a a 
worldly circumstances ; yet 1 believe that a goodly num- ate 
der of them are rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom.— 4 F 


My soul has often been drawn out in prayerto Almighty 
God, that his gracious kingdom might come with power 
amongst them. 

In Hartland there are several professors of religion in 


Ourorder. Some of them have formed in.o a conference, Be vt 
hoping that at some future time they may become a visi- oe ey 
ble gospel church. At Slaton’s settiement, in Hartland, a | 
there is a society of the followers of Elias Smith. I Bae Bi 
preached to them on the Divinity of Christ, and the eter- i Pei 
nal punishment of the wicked. After mesting, a man ie 
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who had for some time past been a member, made a pub. 
lic recantation of his sentiments, and the next day I wag 
informed that some others were convinced of their errors. 

In Cambria there are a few Baptist professors in a very 
scattered situation. In this town I preached at the funeral] 
of a young man. The opportunity was solemn and I[ hope 
profitable. 

In Caledonia there is a respectable church, lately be. 
reaved of its beloved pastor, Elder Solomon Brown, whose 
death is very much lamented both.by the church and so. 
ciety. 

' Since the death of the above mentioned minister, his 
daughter, Miss Theodotia Brown, an amiable girl of about 
eighteen years of age, bas tried the realities of the eter- 
nal world ; and at the request of her affectionate mother 
1 preached her funeral sermon: which was particularly 
addressed to the youth. This meeting was truly solemn; 
and I do most sincerely hope that the Lord has beguna 
good work inthis place. And now, dear brethren, I shall 


close by subscribing myself your devoted and humble 
servant, JOHN UPFOLD. 


Sangerfield, November 17,1815. 


LETTER FROM A CONGREGATION IN RIDGEWAY, 


To the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, greeting: 


We, a tumber of persons met together on the Lord’s 
day to worship God, and to hear preaching, write to in- 
form the society that we are thankful to them for consider- 
lig us in ourdestitute situation,and sending elder John Up- 
fold to preach the word of life; whose coming has been 
like thecoming of Titus into Macedonia. We humbly re- 
quest the society to continue to send us missionaries, as we 
are avery destitute people, ard are perishing for lack of 
vision. Signed in behalf of the congregation, 

nee OTIS TURNER. 
Ridgeway, Oct. 15, 1815. 
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EXTRACTS OF ALETTER TOONEOF THE EDITORS OF 
THE VEHICLE. 

«The great Redeemer has descended into Franklin, 
county of Delaware, N. Y. bya divine influence, like 
showers of rain upon the mown grass. The work made 
its first appearance about the middle of August. I had 
the account from Elder Wares, who had been to visit 
them, and also from a brother, belonging to Franklin 
church. The gracious work has extended into Merideth, 
seven miles east of Franklin, and appears to be more 
powerful in the for er place. A number have been bap- 
tized in each of those places; how many I cannot say. — 
The work in Franklin, according to a statement by br. 
Ford, made its first appcara ce in the following manner; 

A young man had been under deep concern for some 
time: the anguish of his soul had been so great, that it 
had occasioned some indisposition of body. He was 
greatly opposed to the Saviour’s terms of reconciliation 
tothe divine government. But at length his will was sub- 
dued, his heart was melted in. repentance, and his soul 
wafied on wings of faith and love : and so great was his 
joy, that some people thought he was a little beside him- 
self, and that too much religi n made him mad. But his 
soul was so filled with love to God and compassion for dy- 
ing sinners, that he, as it were, forgot every other concern, 
and ran through the neighborhood, exhorting his young 
and gay companions to flee from the wrath to come. An 
impression was made on the minds of those he conversed 
with. There soon began a visible shaking among the dry 
bones; and numbers who were dead in sin, have been 
raised to a new and holy life. There are some who 
state that they received their first serious impressions 
from the sermon you delivered before the association in 
June last. 

Oh dear brother, how glorious does the King of Israel 
appear in the galleries of his grace! How powerful is 
the sword of the spirit, though wielded by a human arm, 


when JEHOV AH nerves it with strength ! 


I rejoice to hear that there are symptoms of a revival 
of religion among your people. Oh may the King of 
kings ride forth conquering and to conquer, until all his 
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enemies fall under him, and the knowledge of the Lord 
shali cover the earth as the waters fill the sea; which js 
the fervent prayer of your friend and brother, in the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 
J. BOSTWICK, 
Hlartwick, October 5, 1815. 


[= © ene 


FOR THE VEHICLE. 


Extract of aletter from Elder Thomas, of Ovid, County 
of Seneca N. Y. to Elder A. Bennet.—- 


Dear BrotrHer—You having requested me to furnish 
for publication, an account of the marvellous work of 
God in this place. Inow transmit to you an imperfect 
sketch of the wonders of sovereign grace in this vicini- 
ty, leaving it with you to dispose oi it,as you shall judge 
best.— 

Sometime in September last, the brethren began to be 
stirred in their minds ; the congregation began to be sol- 
emnly affected, our conferences increased, and the young 
people were seriously wrought upon.—Saturday Oct. 8th 
two persons cameto the church, gave a relation of the 
work of grace upon their hearts and received fellowship, 
and were baptized. This appeared to alarm many.—Qn 
the 13th of Nov. four persons were baptized and one of 
them my eldest daughter. From this time the work be- 
came general, the people instead of discoursing on world- 
ly subjects were employed about divine realities. —I now 
found it necessary to devote the whole of my time to this 
Important work, for the space of twoor three months 
scarcely a day passed, but 1 preached'once or twice. And 
scarcely an evening through the winter, but conferences 
were held in different places. We had formerly held our 
church meetings in a schoolhouse, but at our meeting in 
Dec. we were obliged te adjourn to the meetinghouse, 
and even here we were very much crowded. At this 
meeting a number came forward and were received into 
fellowship, at whose baptism, while at the water some were 


awakened to a sense,ot their condition. And this has fre- 


quently been the case. FE know not that we have ever 
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met at the water, in the coursé of this work, but that ap- 
parent good has been done to some poor soul, either in 
comforting the saint, or converting the sinner. The ES 3 
the Lord has made known his saving power in various ways. Ba 
And while I have stood looking on with wonderand adini- 7 st 

ration the most stout hearted sinners have been made to 3) ae 
bow, aud acknowledge their former enmity—And many ou ; 
who were great opposers of the distinguishing sen- 
timents of the Baptists are now found among their warm- Sale 
est advocates. The converts in general have come Bei 
ut exceedingly clearin these sentiments. And manyap- Mote 
pear astonished that they never understood these things, aa? 
in this light before. some are hardly persuaded that they Ae ee 
have ever read the third chapter of St. Matthew until now. i a, 
A ‘cw have joined the Presbyterians. And about thirty Bare) fe 
t or forty have united with the baptist church in Hector. fas 
P Two hundred and fifty of those, whom I have baptized 2 
| have united withthe church inthis place. This glorious | 
work in the beginning met with great opposition from a tie 

some professors of religion, and from soine who called te ee A 
themselves masters in [sraei. The work has been re- Beis. 1 
markably free from enthusiasm or religious frenzy. Ex- 1 ies | 
cepting in one instance [ have no recollection of any ers: 

crying out, so as to produce disturbance in public wor- Sr ag 

sip; the case alluded to, is this, a man was so weighed pe 

down ia his spirits under a sense of his lost condition, tinat a te 

he cried out, and requested us to pray for hin. Our mis 
mectines in general were carried on in regular order aad 
concluded in good season.— ane 

One occurrence took piace whichI thought to omit but dei 

as the public here have ob.ained some knowledge of it, ky 

I will notice it and you may judge of it as you piease. ier 

* Singing and praying have been heard w — could not Ya 

be accounted for, it seemed to bein the air. A fittle be- es 

fore the commencement of the work, I was waked out of He 

sleep with the sound of the most melodious singing I e- 

ver heard, their seemed to be a multitude of voices, but 

































one distinct sound, I arose from my bed, went to the win- c? 

dow, and distinctly heard these words,“ Bring the ransom- ee 

ed rebels home,” which wasseparated, f understood no cn 
, :, ihe Se 


*We publish this account entire, with the anthor’s name annexed; Bie 3, 
a ? cautiously avoid expressing any opinious oi our oWi.---Epirors, ae 





aa oe Fs 3 be 
ee ae Le ee 


ee 
— | 2 


a * 


—_ 


Re: 
ome 
ae oe 
Se eS ai 


a 


Oe et 


ti 
& 
s @ 
B24 
PY ee 


< » 


! f 
. 
.) 
By : 
q { ‘ , 
Hig ; 
iy he 
iY ee : 
, i : : 
74 
, : 
Py ‘ 
“ 
eS oe 
ee . 
i } 
r AY * 
+ a . 
cre 
A ey | 
a 
i + 
t 7/ 
} 
1; iF 
Je eRe 
ani { 
ie h 
| a A 
s'? ha tet 
r .. 
( J 
: ‘ ‘ 
y >! :] 
iv a ¢e 
. Y ws i 
" Y 
h . 
Tek f° 
j *) . 
hh "i 
wow: ee 
BF nan c) ¢ 
Me! "4 . 
we * ‘ 
' } 
Ne 
4) 
die \, 
tenet 
My ’ 
’ wy 
an i 
A Plies 
; t ' ‘ 
“ : 
‘ 
aR 
Oe RS hy 
} _ 
a y 
a {> oa ’ 
*. ¢ 7 
Y ¥ 
nM} Wied 
OS ae a, | 
oa \ 
ae L Ba 
*s ee 
a a, * Le 
: vam 
‘ ‘>. > pene 
os , ey 
i me id 
oe TRS 
i. Path a. 
mrt 
ra ‘ 
; me hd 
* 
" hg 
oS 
, ao 
oye 
t ¢ 
ae, 
+ 
wut 
oe) 
- . 
s 4 > 
iy & be * 
7 x 
é 
al te 
$ ¥ 
ie 
=. 
ayiat 
ow 


309 Revival of Religion in Goshen. 


more. From this time my mind was impressed with the 
idea that there would be a display of divine power in bring. 
ing sinners home to God. Persons of all ages have shar. 
ed in tis blessed work, the youngest which has been bap. 
tized isten years otage. Though L hope there are others 
mucii younger who have shared in the biessing, and will 
one day manifest it to the world. ' 

My brother pray for me that I may be kept humble and 
thankful. i remain yours it the best of bonds. 

MINOR THOMAS, 
Ovid, dug. 15th, 1815. 


Extraet of aletier from the Rev, F. Fisk, Pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Goshen, New York, 
September 22. 1815. 

‘“ The revival in my congregation has been gradually 
increasing. Atour last communion, the assembiy was 
unusually solemn, and the season refreshing. Christians 
ali seemed to say with tiveir tears and their siniles, thie 
is re house of God and the gate of Heaven. It is alrea- 
dy -scertained that more than twenty persons received 
deep Impressions oi a reilgious and seilous nature, who 
had come as careless ana curious spectators merely. 
from that occasion, the work has becn more general and 
visible. I havea charitable hope that forty at ieast, with- 
in the bounds of my charge, since the communion, which 
was on the first Sabbath of August, have obtained an in- 
terest in Christ; and there are forty or fifiy others, now 
anxiously inquiring * what shall I do to be saved?” I have 
admitted at least seventy to the communion since my 
ministry here, ia this congregation. At our next com- 
munion I expect a great accession. My hope and faith 
swells in exuitation at all | sce around me and 1 thank 
my master that he blesses my humble efforts. 

‘In the last few weeks this glorious work has_ spread 
into four congregations. In one of them it has become 
general aud powerful, beyond any thing ever before known 
in this region. (\Vithin seven weeks there have been at 
least two hundred hopeful converts; and more than one 
hundred others engaged in anxious enquiry. Thus situ 
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the [em ated, I have laboured incessantly, till I am much out of | 
ng. [Pm health. My lungs however, are good, and not impaired Lae, 
ar. by the trial.” ei 
7” ‘it 
cI's at 
ill i 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SCCIETY. ae 


ad 


Some extracts from the correspondence of this society, 
since the publication of the Tenth Report, have been cir- 
culated for the information of its members. They are BBR 

highly interesting and animating, and furnish fresh proofs 4 oped 
that the blessing of Heaven attends the progress of this Nel 
noble instituiion. We will endeavor to convey to our ee 
readers the substance of these glad tidings from distant ee og 
Jands. ie ee 

From Surinam, we hear that an adequate idea can “te 
scarcely be formed of the eagerness with which the Dutch go Bl 
Bibles and Testaments are sought. Old and young flock yet 
in crowds, and besiege the door of the person to whom 
their distribution is entrusted, and receive the gift with j iat Rae 
evident marks of gratitude and reverence. ee 

At Philadelphia, an extensive /emale Bible Society has A id 
been instituted, with the counsel and assistance of the My i 
Right Rev. Bishop White, and the clergy. The Bishop, : 
in his address on the occasion, contemplates the recent in- 
stitution of Bible Societies, begun in England, and exten- ane 
ding rapidly throughout the world, not only as a mound ah 
raised against infidelity, but as one of the happiest expe- apie: 
cients for spreading the knowledge of the gospel of rae 
idan The attention paid in England to the supply of Bh By 

he American prisoners with Bibles appears to have pro- oh 
duged a pleasing sensation in the United States. | 

In Sweden, on the 6th of July. in full council of state, 
the President submitted to his majesty to become the pa- 
tronof the Swedish Bible Society, to which his majesty 
was pleased to give his most gracious consent. Count 
Engestrom, minister of state and for foreign affairs, then a 
addressed the Crown Prince, requesting him to become : aba 
the first honorary member: to which he also most readily ics 
wssented. Count Engestrom was in consequence, as also 
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from his general character, chosen a vice-president on the 
9th. What happened on the 6th was registered in the 
vreat state minute book.—The Gottendurgh Society has 
been ve ry active. They have collected 5000 rix dollars 
which they have remitted tothe Stockholm Society for 
Bibles and Testaments; the distribution of which, by 
sale or gratuitous distribution, has been very brisk. The 
society of Stockholm, had printed 11,000 Bibles, and 33, 
600 Testaments; and a fresh edition of 2500 Bibles, and 
6000 Testaments were working off. And yet the demand 
for the Scriptures increases daily. ‘Surely no perSon 
will now tell us that there was no want of Bibles in Swe- 
den.” The loss of Dr. Brunmark is severely felt: his 
place is supplied at present by the Rev. Mr. Paiterson. 

From Iceland, the Rev. E. Henderson writes, that the 
ardorof the people to obtain copies of the Scriptures wes 
so great, that he had scarcely got ashore when the doors 
of the bishop were crowded by applicants. The venera- 
ble prelate does all in his power for the due distribution of 
the Icelandic Scriptures. The Dean of Iceland informed 
Mr. Henderson, that so ardent was the desire of the peo- 
pie at last, among whom he had distributed and sold copies 
of the New Testament which were sent over from Co- 
penhagen two years ago, that they would have paid dou- 
ble the price, had it only been possible to obtain them. 

At Amsterdam was formed, on the 20th of June, the 


National Bible Society for the Netherlands. The British 


and Foreign Bible Society has contributed 500/. towards 
its funds. The Netherlands’ Bible Society, in giving an 
account of its institution, observes, “ All professors of 
Christianity ought to have but one object in view—the 
triumph of Revelation. From that source alone ail truth 
and happiness spring. To conquer the follies of men, to 
counteract the pernicious cffects of vice, and to reconcile 
the minds of men to the most severe calamities of this 
life,this the Bible alone has power toeffect. May the ho- 
ly Scriptures be our guide and our refuge!” 

The poor in LusatTta, on receiving some Bibles, sent 


for distribution among them bv the British and Foreig® 


Bible society, shed tears of greatful joy, andimplored the 
best blessings of Heaven upon the donors. This pro- 
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vince had suffered most severely from the calamities of 
war. “ Many,’’ says the Society’s correspondent, “ came 
afterwards to me expressing a cheerful confidence, that cee 
the same compassionate Redeemer, who, by the word of pi ates: 
his patience, had thus nourished and refreshed their souls, Et oe 
would likewise mercifully supply the wants of their bo- ioe 
dies. Nor was their confidence disappointed, for they actu- AS ) 
ally partook ofthe temporal relief sent from England. I irs 
esteemed ita real privilege to be employed in dispensing 
both the spirtual and temporal gifts. May the Rewarder 
of all acts of Christain kindness richly recompence our ee 
British benefactors ; and may many of those whom their he ita 
donations have benefited, meet them in a better world. to cee et | 
receive them into everlasting habitations !”’ 

In HAnover the Hanoverian Bible Society was estab- 
lished on the 25th of July, in the presence of ministers of 
state, ministers of religion of every denomination, and 
other persons of distinction. The Rev. R. Pinkerton, 
to whom its establishment may ina great measure be at- 
tributed, speaks of the inexpressible pleasure he enjoyed | 
on this occasion, when the Lutheran, Calvinistic, and ec aatg) 
Catholic clergy of the city, many of whom had never spo- 2 ae 
ken to each other before, cordially joined hands in pro- Ve) 
moting this good cause. The chief Catholic priest grasp- eg] 
ed Mr. Pinkerton’s hand, his countenance beaming with ae 
joy, and said, “I rejoice that I have an opportunity of uni 
ting in sucha glorious cause. I am decidedly of opin- m 
ion, that the Scripture should be put mto the hands : 
ofevery class of men,and that even'the poorest and meanest 





































should have itin his power todraw divine instruction iy ae 
from the fountain head.’’ Re ae 
| From Hanover, Mr. Pinkerton proceeded to BERLIN, ue f 
: where, on the 2d of August, the Prussian Bible Society 2 “ay 
, Was established, in an assembly containing some of the > Mug 
. first characters both in church and state. Mr. Pinkerton, ies 
; explained the objects, principles, and progress of Bible haa 
Societies. He was followed by the chief clergyman of Oe aS 
. the city, Hanstien, who rose with a Bible in his hand, and Bei) 
» # Procounced a most eloquent, appropriate, and animating Moe 
» B speech, His Excellency Lieutenant-General Von Diec- 1 Bee 
ricke, an excellent old man, and tutor to the Crown 1h ae a 


Prince, was chosen psesident; four of the mimisters of state 
Ce 
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were chosen vice-presidents. I humbly trust,” observes 
Mr. Pinkerton, “ that the Prussian Bible Society so institu. 
ted, at such an auspicious period, and in the capital of the 
Prussian dominions, will ultimately be the means of dis- 
pelling the mists of error and infidelity which have for 
many years inveloped every order of society in this coun- 
try, and produced an awfully diversified scene of public 
and private mis<ry.” 

From Drespen in Saxony, the Rev. Dr. Deering, 
chaplain to the court, transmits an account of the forma- 
tion of a Bible Society in that capital on the 10th ef Au- 
gust, of which he himselfis secretary. “ Saxony,” he says, 
“ which was oncein so flourishing a state, but has,alas! for- 
saken the fountain of living waters,and hewn out broken sis- 
tern that can hold no water, was first to feel the mighty hand 
of God, and experience his paternal shastisement, that it 
might feel the necessity of seturning to the pure Word 
of God. Thischastisementis come upon us, though still 
intermingled with muchmercy. We perceive our need 
not mereiy of temporal, but also of spiritual help; and 
thus our hearts were opened, when the Rev. Mr. Pinker- 
ton, that messenger of peace, was sent to us from Lon- 
don We have welcomed him with joy and gratitude 
towards God ard those who sent. him; and by his faithful 
exertions the glorious work was accomplished.” 

The necessary preparations having been made, a gene- 
rel meeting was held at the house of his Excellency 
Count de Hochenthal, whois at the head of the ecclesi- 
astical department. Mr. Pinkerton stated, in a short but 
impressive speech, the design of his mission, after which, 
Dr. Deering read an address that Mr. Pinkerton had pre- 
pared. ‘The whole assembly concurred joyfully in the 
proposal to form a Bible Society. The Rev. Dr. Tettman, 
superintendant and ecclesiastical counsellor, a worthy 
man of sixty-nine years of age, made a speech full of unc- 
tion and energy in favor of the Institution, which made a 
deep impression. Great was the gratitude expressed, 
both towards the Society in London, and Mr. Pinkerton. 
“ Tears of joy glistened in many an eye, and the name of © 
the Lord was glorified.” A grant of 500/. has been made 


to the Dresden Society, by the Parent Institution. 
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From Dresden, Mr. Pinkerton visited Warsaw, where 
he spent eight days in making arrangements for the for- 
wmation of a Polish Bible Society. Forty most respecta- 
ble characters assembled at the palace of prince Czarto- 
risky, on the 26th of August, who all subscribed their 
names, With large donations, annexed to a set of regula- 
tions for establishing such a Society. Most of those pre- 
sent were Catholics, and among them two Catholic Bish- 
ops. Before steps could be finally and publicly taken tor 
the establishment of the Society, it became necessary to 
obtain the sanction of the Emperor Alexander. Mr. Pin- 
kerton arrived at St Petersburgh on the 5th of Septem- 
ber, and om the 7th, the appiobarion of his imperial Majes- 
ty was signified to him by Prince Galiitzin. * His Majes- 
ty has sent me Prince Czartorisky's letter (said the Prince) 
and required me to converse with you fully upon the sub- 
ject; and, without delay, to send proper instructiens to 
the Governor-general of Warsaw, Lanskoy, to render 
every possible assistance te the final establishment of the 
Polish Bible socicty.”” “His Imperial Majesty,” contin- 
ued he, “takes his departure for warsaW in a day or two, 
where he himself will give every countenance to sucha 
benevolent aud useful institution.” 

At PetTersspurGH, Mr. Pinkerton found the Bible So- 
ciety in astate of great activity and prosperity. A farther 
donation of 1000/. had been received from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, to assist the friends of the Bible in 
St Petersburgh, in their various enterprises of zeai and 
love. They are exerting themselves with great eff-ct in 
procuring a supply of Bibies for distribution throughout 
the Russian emire. They have already ordered the 
printing of the scriptures in seven different languages, 
ani the commitees of Auxiliary Associations are procee- 
ding with the printing of them in three other languages. 
In this work, ,they are particularly careful that the Bibles 
they print and circulate shall be “ without note or com- 
ment.’? “This,” they say, “is the very life of the Insti- 
tution.” The increasing demand for the Holy Scriptures 
has obliged them to send to Engiand fora fresh supply of 
various kinds; among tne rest, for 3000 copies of the 
Greek New Testament. The Tartar New festament 
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now circulates in the Crimea, and is likely to prove a 
great blessing tothe Mahommedans inthat quarter. An 
active member ofthe Society, who visited the Crimea 4%, 
Ju'y, writes from Perecop. thathe had had the honour of 
an interview with the Muffti, and had presented him With 
a copy of the Tartar New Testament, which he accepted 
with exultation and many expressionsof gratitude. Af. 
ter some conversatien,the Muffti resolved to add his name 
to the Petersburg Bible Soctety, as an annual subscribe» 
of fifty rub:es. He was very desirous toobtain the Bible 
in his own, the Turkish, language. 

It is,hcwever, from PERs1A, that perhaps the most stri- 
king and gratifying‘ portion of intelligence has been re- 
seived. Lord Teignmouth has received from Sir Gore 
Ouseley, the British ainbassador tothe Court of Persia, 
a letter dated from St. Petersburgh, (where he had ari- 
ved, on his returnto England, ) the 20th of September last, 
‘which states, that agreeably to the wishes of his lament- 
ed friend, the Rev. Henry Martyn, he had presented, in the 
name of the Bivle Society (as Mr. Martyn had particu- 
larly desired,) a copy of his translation of the New Testa- 
ment into Persian, to his Persian Majesty, having first made 
conditions that he was to peruse the whole, and give his 
opinion of the style, &c. He also distributed copies t» dif- 
ferent men of learning and rank, immediately about the 
person of the kiag. Sir Gore has transmitted inclosed 
the translation of a letter he received from his Persian 
Majesty, highly approving of the simple style adopted by 
Mr. Martyn and his able coadjutor, Mirza Seyed Aili, “ se 
appropriate to the just and ready conception of the sub- 
dime morality of the Sacred Writings.” Sir Gore offers 
to the Socicty a correct copy of Mr. Martyn’s transla- 
tion, and, in case it should be though proper to print it In 
England, he engages to devote his leisure to the correc- 
tien of the press. The following is the translation of the 
letter of the Persian King. 

‘In the name of the Almighty God, whose glory is 
most exccilent, 

“It is our august command, that the dignified and excel- 
lent, our trusty, faithful, and loyal weil-wisher, Sir Gore 
®useicy,Baronet,his Britannic majesty’s Ambassador lx- 
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traordinary (after being honoured and exalted with the ez- 
pressions of our highest regard and consideration, ) should 
know, that the copy of the Gospel, which was translated 
jnto Persian by the learned exertions of the late Kew. 
Henry Martyn, and which has becn presented to us by 
your Exceilency on the part of the high, dignilied, learn 
eci, and enlightened Society of Christians, united for the 
purpose of spreading abroad the Holy Books of the religion 
oi Jesus | upon whom, and uponali prophets, be peace and 
blessings sj has reached us, and has proved highly accep- 
jabie to Our august mind, 

“intruth, through the learned and unremitted exertions 
of the Rev. Henry Martyn, it has been translated ina 
sty.e€ wost befitting sacred books, that is, in an easy 
and simple diction. Formerly, the Four Evangei- 
ists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, were known in 
Persia; but new the whole of the New Testament is 
compieted in amost excellent manner: and this circum- 
stance has been an additional source of pieasure to our 
enlightened and august mind. Eventhe Four Lvangel- 
istss; Which were kuown in this country, had never been 
before explained in so clear and luminous a manner. We, 
therefore, have been particularly delighted with this cos 
pious and complete translation. Piease the most merciful 
God, we shall command the select servants, who are ad- 
mitted toour presence, to read* to us the abovementon 
ed Book fromthe beginning to the end, that we may, in 
the must minute manner, hear and comprehend its cons 
tents. 

“ Your Excellency will be pleased to rejoice the hearts 
of the above mentioned, dignifted, learned, and enlighien- 
ed Society, with assurances of our highest regard and ape 
probation ; and to inform those excelient individuals, who 
ure so virtuously engaged in disseminating and making 
known the true meaning and intent of the holy Gospel,and 

* I beg leave to remark, that the word “ tilawat,’? which the 
mi ranslate: has rendered “ read,” is an honourable signification of 
that act, almost exciusively applied to the perusing cr reciting of 
the Koraus The inaking use, therefore, of this term or ex i Pes 
on, shows the Cegree of “yespect and estimation in which the Shah 

olds the New Testament. Note by Sie Gore Ousiey 
Ceca 
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other poitits in sacred books, that they are deservedly hon- 
ored with our royal favor. Your Excellency must con- 
sider yourself as bound to fulfil this royal request. 

* Given in Rebialavil, 1229. . 

i Sealed] Faren Avr Suan Kasar.” ¢ 

In consequence of communications between Sir Gore 
Ouseley and Prince Gailitzin, it was determined by the 
Petersburgh Bible Society, to print an edition of Mr, 
Martyn’s Persian translation for the western provinces 
of Persia, some of which are subject to Russia. The 
work is now in the press, and Sir Gore has undertaken to 
correct the proof sheets while he continues at Peters. 
burg. 

Mr. Morison, the missionary at Canton, in Cina, hav- 
ing been joined by a second missionary, Mr. Milne. it was 
agreed that the Jatter should proceedto Java, Malacca, 
and Penang, for the purpose of circulating the Chinese 
New Testament among the Chinese settled in these pla- 
ces, supposed to amount to 200.000 or 300,000. He sail- 
ed from Canton in a shipin which were near 500 Chinese 
passenecrs, among whom he distributed twenty-five cop- 
ies of the New Testament, which he had the pleasure to 
see them read. The ship touched at Palemburg, in the 
island of Banca, where is an English settlement. Capt. 
Court, who commanded there, received Mr. Milne with 
kindness, and offered to aid him in distributing the Scrip- 
tures among the Chinese. Twenty-three copies were 
left with him at Batavia. The Testaments were well re- 
ceived by the Chinese; and governor Raffles highly ap- 
proved of their distribution, and said that he would do 
ail he could to forward Mr. Milne’s object, and would 
erant him the use of the government press. In less than 
a month he had distributed 300 copies of the New Tes- 
tament to Chinese, who could and would read them, be- 
sides supplying several schools with copies. He deposit- 
ed three for the use of the priests in the temple of the god- 
less Kwan. Ss 

And is this the Society which some of our bishops 
would discourage, nay, almost proscribe and anathe- 
rutize? Js this the Society which learned prelates 
tit incumbent on them to warn their clergy not to 
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join* ens should thereby endanger both the Church and 
the State? Surely, if they will not consent to forward its 
victorious and triumphant progress through the universe, 
it would be prudent in them to forbear from Opposing its 
course, unti] they shall have more maturely weighed its 
claims to their regard, lest in the end they shonld find 
that they had been fighting against God. 


EDINBURGH BIBLE SOCIETY. 

This society held its fourth annual meeting on the 31st 

of May, 1813. Its affairs during the preceding year ap- 
pear to have greatly prospered. Considerable ‘donations 
of the Scriptures had been made to. the military and to 
schools, to patients in hospitals and to convicts, to poor 
Highlanders and to prisoners of war, and to various other 
destitute persons. Three hundred pounds were given to 
assist in repairing the loss by fire incurred by the missio:- 
aries at Serampore ; and fifty pounds tothe Naval and Mi- 
litary Bible Society; and nine hundred and fifty pounds 
were transmitted to the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Eleven socicties, auxiliaries to this, had been formed du- 
ring the preceding ten months in different parts of the 
country; making the whole number of auxiliaries 25; 
whose contributions during that period have amounted to 
886 pounds 5 shillings and 7 pence; chiefly raised by 
weekly contributions of one penny. The appendix to the 
Report contains much interesting matter; from which we 
can afford to make only a single extract of a letter from a 
correspondent in the Highlands, dated March, 18!3—— 
“After passing Fort William, I entered on the parish 
of Kilmanivaig. In one house I entered, in Glengary, I 
saw sitting round a fire noless than twenty persons, twelve 
of whom belonged to the family, hearing the head of the 
house reading a chapter of the prophecies of Isaiah, which 





ned 


*« It is my decided conviction,” says the Rt. Rey. Dr. Law, lord 
Bishop of Chester, in his charge delivered in September last--—-* it 


is my decided conviction that, by joining the Bible Society, you may, 


though unintentionally, endanger the interests of the Church and 
State ; but that you will most unquestionably render service to both, 
by giving your undivided suppert to the Society for promoting 
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was the only part of a Bible they hadremaining! He 
Was 2 poor man; and by the condition the family were in, 
I verily believe he was unabie, as he said, to purchase a 
copy of the holy scriptures. The whole appeared remar- 
kably attentive while he read. The chapter was the for. 

tieth. After he was done, he pressed the few pages, and, 
with affection, consigned them to his bosom. 1} left the 
poor mai’s house; but not ull I saw him in raptures, at 
mny promising him a bible shouid I chance to come that 
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CONVERSION TOCHRISTIANITY OF AN EMINENT PRIEST 
OF BUDRHU. 
Ceylon Government Gazette, of Dec. 24. 1814 

On Christmas Day, a very remarkable Baptism was ce- 
Jebrated in the middle of divine service, before a full con- 
eregation, at the church in the fort. A Budhist priest, of 
great eminence, for character, talents, and literary attain- 
ments, aftera mature dé liberationand a careful perusal rots 
sospel in the Cingalese language, had determined to thro; 
aside his yellow robes, and embrace the Ch: istian Settpton. 

It was in vain that his resolution was assailed by his. bro- 
ther priests, and by the solicitations of his own family. 
Their importunities only served to agitate his feelings; 
but could not shake his determined conviction, founded ups 
on examination and reflection.—He gave up rank, aiflu- 
ence, connections, and family, to follow the dictates of his 
conscience. He was baptized immediately after the se- 
cond lesson, by the name of * Petrus Panditta Sekarras.” 
Mr. Armour and Mr. Cioughwere his godfathers.* From 
the natural influence of his character and abilities, such 
an example promises to be of signal use in the propaga- 
tion of Christianity. The causes which Jed tohis adop- 
tion of the Christian religion, and the probable consequen- 
ces of his conversion, were noticed with much effect by 
Mr. T wisleton, in his sermon onthe occasion; and they 
furnished a most appropriate conclusion to a discourse 
delivered on the Anniversary of the Nativity of Him whe 
was destined to be a light to lighten the Geniiles. 


ae peer es er 





* For an explanation of this term, we refer our readers to the 
Inglish bishops. Ep:irors. 











Conversion of a Budhist Priest: Sti 


Mr. Clough, a gentleman sent out as a missionary by 
the Church Missionary Society, sometimes attended the 
ijdolatrous worship of the natives, and made close enqui- 
ers intoits nature. He particularly addressed himself to 
this priest, perceiving him to be an acute man, and thor- 
oughly versed in the religion of his country. By degrees 
they reposed mutual confidence in each other. The fol- 
lowing isthe substance of some of their conferences :— 

“You say that the God of whom you speak is infinitely 
great in all his attributes; that he created the world and 
ull its inhabitants, and governs the world by the same pow- 
er; and that he is present as much in one piace as ano- 
ther, and views every action of man; and that he demands 
proper worship from all his creatures, and such as Chris- 
tians pay him; that such is his holiness, that he hates sin, 
and such his justice that he will punish sin, and particu- 
larly the failure of proper worship—how can a God of 
justice punish an idolater, if that idolater worship accors 
ding to the light afforded him, and not according to the 
light of Christianity, of which the idolaters are ignorant? 
and further (he addéd) this is applicable to the Cingalese 
in general—-why then has not God instructed us better :’’ 

I answered, that although God is a being of infinite 
justice, he Is also a Ged of mercy. and that he could de 
nothing contrary to goodness and holiness—and hence, 
when itis said, le wall judge every man according to his 
works, yet he will doit according to the light which each 
inan possessed. I added, that his questions had not in- 
volved the least difficulty ; because it could not be sup- 
posed that God had permitted the Cingalese and other 
‘dolatrous nations to reniain in a state of mental darkness, 
forthe purpose of judging them with a less rigorous 
judg sement; but theirignorance might be considered as 

2ermitted by God to stick to them, a just retaliation for 
theis forefathers’ abuse of the light which we now erjoys 
ind the difference in the day of judgment® between a 

C heise and a Cingalese idolater will appear according 

0 their particular circumstances; the one will be judged 
by the gospel, the other by the light with which he had 
peen favored. 

Perceiving that he continued to be very inquisitive 
about christianity, I furnished him with a copy of the Four 
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Gospels in Cingalese, with which he was much pleased, 
saying, that was what he had long wished to see: “and je 
assured I will read it with great attention; but. (he said) 
wiay I request an additional favor of you? which is tg 
allow me to trouble you to exp.ain any parts which I may 
not understand.” ‘To this I most readily assented.—J 
presented to him the gospels at his own heatken temple, 
when seme of his pupils for the Budhist priesthood, were 
present, who were not a little surprised at the joy he cx. 
pressed, and the care which he manifested in wrapping up 
the book, as being more valuable than gold. 

After this, he soon put me tothe picasing task of ex- 
plaining, to the best of my ability, those things which 
were rather mysterious to him, such as the situations of 
the nations mentioned in the New- Testament, particularly 
the Jews and Romans, their rise, progress, state, &c. | 
also stated the chronology of the Patriarchs, particularly 
those from whom Jesus Christ deseended, and various 
other particulars. After he had read the gospel several 
times, he began to lament that he had not the Old Testa- 
ment, supposing that it would give him a clear explana- 
tion of the New.—said he— 

“Since I became acquainted with you, your conversa- 
tion and your answers to my different questions have made 
a deep impression on my mind; and during the last three 
weeks I have been in a state of great distress of mind.— 
I have frequently returned home, afer my interviews with 
you, unable te sleep for many nights.” 

I asked him the cause of this trouble ? He replied, that 
it arose from an apprehension, that he and his countrymen 
who followed the religion of Budhu had been mistaken in 
their religious principies, which was to him a considera- 
tion of the greatest importance :—he added, that the more 
he thoughion the subject, the more the apprehensions in- 
creased, inasmuch as the evidences of the Christian Re- 
ligion were making stronger and stronger impressions up- 
on hiin. 

I then asked him whether he thought that the God of 
the Christian was he who ousht to be worshipped in pre- 
ference to Idols? He replied, that he had been consider 
ing the subject candidiy aud impartially, as though he 
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were a member of neither communion, and in all its bear- 
ings; and that he hadoffered up prayers for direction in a 
matter sO important, and that if he and his countrymen 
were in error, he prayed that he might receive convic- 
tion in the clearest manner, and that a way might be 
opened by which he might leave his present profession 
and embrace Christianity, not only for his own good, but 
for that of others to whom he would preach it. He ad- 
ded, that the more he prayed, the more did his desire to 
quit the religion of Budhu increase. He then asked me 
to assist him in managing this, for which his gratitude 
would be extreme; and that he should think that the great 
God hai sent me from England to Ceylon on purpose to 
instruct him, and shew him the right way of worshipping 
God; and, in return, he should think it incumbenton him, 
to his Jatest hour, to make known to his countrymen the 
blessings of the gospel, which had been thus offered to 
him through my means. 

Perceiving that he was prepared to manifest his con- 
version, I asked him what he conceived the most speedy 
and effectual mode of doing it? He replied, “ By laying 
aside my priestly garments, and joining myself to the so- 
ciety of Christians ;'? adding, “1 am in my present situa- 
tion as comfortable as I can wish, with regard to the things 
of this world; but, as soon as | throw off the garment I 
shall be deprived of all means of support, and this gives 
me uneasiness; and, in case I embrace Christianity, I 
shall be brought into distress, because you know, for some 
time, I should be of no use to any religion ;’”’ meaning, 
he would not be able to preach: “ yet, if I had only a 
sufficient knowledge of the christian religion to enable me 
to preach it, I believe the great and good God would not 
suffcr me for one moment to want ; and one ofthe greatest 
acts of mercy you can do, will be to assist me a little in 
this particular.” 

About this time there was a meeting convened of seve- 
ral Budhist priests, for some particular occasion, near 
Galle, and the meeting wag to continue fer some days. I 
was apprehensive that he might be shaken, or not suffi- 
ciently prepared tost: nd the attack of such a number of 
his former acquaintance. I however paid him:a visit at 
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this meet ng, when they were all present, and were not a 

little surprised to see me advance; but they were more 
surprised when they perceived my convert advance and 
join me. We then retired, and I begana very close con- 
yersation about the state of his mind, and found him un. 
shaken. Iasked him whether he did not feel reluctance 
at leaving his religion? He answered, that the reluc- 
tance was easliy overcome, because he was about to re- 
ceivea better; and he added, that he felt no difficulty in 
casting his lot with mine, and should be very glad to have 
the same place with mein the next world; and that he 
should have Lttle trouble in his mind, if he thought he 
shouid be inthe same situation with me at the day of 
Judgment. 

At this time a s'ngular circumstance occurred, which 
seemed to give weight to all his past conduct. The atore- 
mentioned assembly of priests availed themseives of op- 
portunities of receiving perscnal and public impreve- 
ment, both by night and.day, through the means of my 
faithful convert; and he, being the senior priest, was 
looked up to for instruction. One evening, when they 
were assembled, and were expecting to hear him preach 
on the religion of Budhu, he pulled out the Cingalese 
New-Testament, andbegan to read the first ehapter “of St. 
Matthew, and pre dneded to read other chapters, making 
his observations, till morning, by which time he had finisit- 
ed the whole go:pel. He was heard with surprise and 
attention; they frequently interrupted him, while he pro- 
eeeded, with questions, which he answered tothe best of 
his ability. He came to me afierwards and related this 
-circumstance; and, afc«r a long conversation, expressed 
himself in the foilowing mannsr—“I am like a hungry 
man tied to a tree, with a table covered with rich provi- 
sions near, but out of reach; and this will be my state till 
the day of my hberty comes.” 

We then talked about his being baptized, and he ex- 
pogsees a wish to comply with that ordinance as early as 
possible, which he considers to be the grand characteris- 
tic mark of those who are not worshippers of idols. He. 
was one of the most celebrated in the island, known both 
t-the Candian and British dominions—he resided for 
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: seme time with the king of Candia, and is every where 

’ extolied for his extensive knowledge, both of the religion 

" and literature of the island, as well as the oriental lan- he 

. guages. art 

e The matter was blazed abroad through the district, and art 
- eame to the knowledge of the High Priest, who was so phe 
- alarmed by the intelligence, that he assembled fourteen peter 
of the head priests, and sent them to prevail on him, if aes 
; possible, te abandon the idea o embracing Christianity ; a Ae 
stating, that if a priest of his rank and respectability in Wiss 

. the religion of Budhu forsook them, it would not only dis- ae 
} erace his own Character, but injure the Cause. te con- Pry : 


tinued immoveable: and the matter spread so rapidly, 
that before the fourteen left him, they were increased to ty 
fifty seven, using every possible method to prevail upon Brae 
him to continue as he was. Besides the priests, there : 


were his family connexions, some weeping, some scolding ‘ee 
and others threatening to putan end to their existence. Bit? 
Many head men of the district came to him with large ae 
presents, observing, “If you forsake the priesthood, it ies: | Fi 
will ruin our religion inthis country.” However, he Bare 


broke through them all and made his escape at the hazard 
of his life. 

After he had arrived in Columbo, ke had some sharp 
conflicts, both from within and without. He received se- 
veral letters of a very severe kind; I was almost ready 
to wonder how he maintained his resolution. In this case 
we might say of a truth—*“ Not unto us, O Lord, but unto ne ae 
thy name be the praise!” A day or two before his baptism, re ae 


I called upon him, and found him uncommonly cheerful stat ee a 
and happy. “I dreamt,” said he, “last night, that my CE 
robes were covered with all kinds of filthy reptiles. I toe 
was so disgusted at the sight, that I thought I wentto a Pra | 
river and cast them in, never to touch them again. When 4 ‘ae 
I woke this morning, | found myself naked, and all my ERs 
robes folded up and thrown on the far side of the room, pie 1G 
Now, thought I, God has sent this dream to shew me the Jo 
bad state I am in, and to confirm me in all my former re- Binet >| 
soluticns, and I am only sorry that I am forced to put rae 
them on again.”’ He hardly ever let us rest after this, un- eee 
til something could be provided to dress him in. 3 oh ee 
Dd oe 














316 Interesting Letter from Mrs, Judson. 
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After his baptism his excellency the governor sent 
him two suits of new clothes. He is to have a salary 
from government as a translator; and is now about to 
transla'e the Bible into two languages of this island, the 
Cingalese and Paariah, or Maggada, which is spoken in 
the interior. He is to study the Scriptures under the care 
of the Rev. Mr. Armour, who now resides in Columbo, 
until qualified to preach. 


INTERESTING LETTER FROM MRS. JUDSON, 
Kangoon, Afiril 23, 1814. 
My Dear Brother Newell, 

A few days since we received yours of December 18th, 
the only one we have ever received since you left us at 
Port Louis. It brought fresh to my mind a recojlection 
of scenes formerly enjoyed in our dear native country.— 
Well de Tremembcr our first interesting Conversations 
on missions, anc on the probable events which awaited 
us In India. Well do 1 remen:ber the dear parental hab- 
itation, where you were pleased to favor me with your 
confidence reiative to a companion for life. And well do 
TI remember the time, when I first carried your message 
to the mother of our dear’ Harrict, when the excellent 
woman exclaimed with tears in her eyes, “I dare not, I 
cannot speak against it.” VYhose were happy days.— 
Newel! and Judson, Harriot and Nancy, then were united 
in the strictest friendship, then anticipated spending their 
lives together in sharing the trials and toils, the pteas- 
ures and enjoyments of a missionary life. But, alas: be- 
hold us now! Ju the Isle of France, solitary and alone, 
lies ali that was once visible of the lovely Hairriot. A 
miclancholy wanderer on the islandof Ceylon is our broth- 
er Newell, and the savage heathen empire of Burmiah, Is 
lestined to be the future residence of Judson and Nancy. 
But is this separation to be forever ? Shail we tournever 
zeain enjoy social, happy intercourse! No, my dear 
brother, our separation is of short duration. There is a 
rest, a peaceful happy rest, where Jesus reigns, where 































4 


we four shall soon meet to part no more, Forgive my 
cloomy feelings, or rather forgive my communicating 
them to you, whose memory no doubt is ever ready to fur- 
nish more than enough for your peace. 

As Mr. Judson will not have time to write you by this 
opportunity, [ will endeavor to give you some idea of our 
situation here, and of our plans and prospects. We have 
found the country as we expected, ina inost deplorabie 


state, full of darkness, idolatry and cruelty—full of com- 


motion and uncertainty. We daily feel that the extstence 
and perpetuity of this mission, still in an infant state, de- 


pend in a peculiar manner on the interposing hand of 


Providence, and from this impression alone we are en- 
couraged still to remain. A3 it respects our temporal 
privaiions, use has made them familiar and easy to be 
borne; they are of short duration, and when brought in 
competition with the worth of immortal souls, sink into 
nothing. We have no soctety, no dear christian friends, 
and with the exception of vind or three sea_captains who 
now and then call on us, we never see an European face. 
Sut then we are stiil happy in each other, still find that 
our own home is our best, our dearest friend. When we 
feel a disposition to sigh for the enjoyments of our native 
country, we turn our eyes on the miserable objects around. 
bs. behold some of them laboring hard for a scanty sub- 
istence, oppressed by an avaricious government which 

is eyer ready to seize what industry had hardly earned 3 
we behold others sick and diseased,daily begging the few 
grains of rice, which when obtained, are scarcely suili- 
cient to protract their wretched existence, and with no 
ee er habitation to screen them from the burning sun or 
‘ily rains, than whata small piece of cloth raised oa 
four bamboos, under the shade of a tree, can afford.— 
While we behold these scenes, we feel that we have all 
the comforts, and in comparison, even the luxuries of life. 
We feel that our temporal cup of blessings Is full and 
runneth over. But is reagent al lot so much superior 
to theirs? © how infinitely superior our spiritual bles- 
sings! While they vai inly imagine to purchase fromotion 
in another state of existence, by strictly worshipping their 
lols, and building pagcedas, our hopes of future happie 


Interesting Letter from Mrs. Judson. Jl? 












F 
eg 
ey Fe 
: 
: “ 
He 
> 
Hie 
eek she 
teddy 
»! ite j 
= hae Sa 
aes | é 
iff ‘)! . a 
iW vs 
Lin ae PS 
Vines + 2 
wots “y 
eu yet D 
oni te Le jf 
ae “ Ps 
Quo i : 
p> a : 
5 ues te ' 
~ ME bing " 
ies ee as 
AN Fatal 
oot re fa 
° if | 
i? Me 
r wt 
. + 
i‘, 
t 
yw ” 
if 
4 (as 
he Sa 23 
a 
ri 
a 
of ’ 
ae 
: uf 
i 
i / + 
a, 
' 
Bg 
i “! 
i, Pi 
& mee % he 
“ i. 
4 
= V4 L 
* “f : 
Yet ts 
s/t oa 7 
aP Rit i 
Sukie - 
ie) Oe aie Ys 
» 4 & —— J ee 
at ih ee » f 
Ry eee § Nee) aes 
Lee a as eA if 
‘wertak ig 3 $ 
a. | pans ay 
Port. + 
me cA ia t 
| ' 
a Se 
4 < s 
ni’ a t 
ue ‘ 2 
ie a th, 
Aa ¥ 
Wi, , 
2 . 
a! 
“0, 
“' 
PAN 
oe | 
ac 
ie 
5¥ 
ia 
¥ t) 
A ve 
vs 
a? ee, 
it Ges 
Ute 
ae eater 
wh Sar eh 
Gey) “alle 
J 2 
Yi ite wee 
; eee i 
a Re % 
ahs at 
vie ay, 
a3. Oy 
a Aad 
“et a 
rs @, 
“+: i? 
e 
Ma iGo 
oe aM 
e: ies 
SS hee 
bh 
he wf We 
¥ y 4 eat 
fet | . 
: Pe inp? a. 
4 ¥i: Fis a3 : 
“ws 7 he 
Pe | ty ; ! 
Mites A ue 
‘ Me 
ied | 
i ; ‘ 
fe ¥ ft : 
OS Rye . ae 
ye? RE is 
hehe? in| - 5 f 
* Ms as Wah oe 4 
“3. eres 
Sys ORS 
A e : 
{hay ay 
oe Y 
oA » be Sy 
q ee! 
. i ¥ é 





a oe —e 30 I . 
_ = A 7 .. - oy a -- 
. 2 = A ne ft Ss Sr ees 
a oa “~~ a - = hn anne hy _ 
> . sa a : . ~ 





ti + 
; 
re 
" 
} 
, | 
: i 
ud 
" 
eS 


31s Interesting Letter from Mrs. Judson, 


ness are fixed on the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world. When we have a realizing sense of 
these things, my dear brother, we forget our native coun. 
try and former enjoyments, feel contented and happy with 
our lot, with but one wish remaining, that of being instru. 
mental of leading these Burmans to partake of the same 
soutce of happiness with ourselves. 

Respecting our plans, we have at present but one, that 
of applying ourselves closely to the acquirement of the 
language, and to have as little to do with government as 
possible. Brother Carey has never yet preached in Bur. 
man; but has made considerable progress towards the 
completion of a grammar and dictionary, which are a 
great help to us. At present, however, his time is entire- 
ly taken up with government affairs. It is now almosta 
year since he was first ordered up to Ava, which time has 
been wholly occupied in the king’s business. He has just 
returned from Bengal, is now making preparations for 
Ava, where he expects to form a new mission station. His 
family go with him, consequently we shall be alone, until 
the arrival of brother Rice, who we hope will arrive in six 
or seven months. 

Our progress inthe language is slow, as it is peculiar- 
ly hard of acquisition. We can however read, write, and 
eonverse with tolerable ease ; and frequently spend whole 

yenings very pleasantly in conversing with cur Burman 


fyienes. We have been very fortunate in procuring good 
teachers. Mr. Judson’s teacher is a very learned man, 
was formerly a priest, and resided at court. He has a 
thorough knowledge of the grammatical construction of 
the language: likewise of the Palce, the learned language 
ef the Burmans. 

We are very anxious to hear from our dear brethren, 
Nott and Hall. We firmly believe they wrll yet be per- 
mitted to remain in India, notwithstanding their repeated 
difficulties. They have indeed had a trying time; but 
perhaps it is to prepare them for greater usefulness.— 
We have not yet received our letters from America, of 
had the least intelligence what were the contents of yours. 
Ours were sent to the Iste of France, about the time wé 
arrived at Madras, and the vessel which carried them has 
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BPenarture of the Missionaries, 


ast been heard from since. You may easily judge of our 
feelings at this disappointment. Do write us as soon as 
possibie the contents of yours, whom they were froin, 
what news, &c. and if convenient, copy a few of the 
most interesting and send them to us. You can hardly 
jorm an idea with what eagerness we retetve every scrap 
‘of intelligence fram any part of the Christiana world.— 
Write us longand frequent letters. Any thing respec- 
ting yourself or the other brethren, wild be interesting to 
us. I do not ask you to excuse this long letter, for I 
doubt not your interest in ourconcerns. Pray for us, and 
be assured you are constantly remembered by 
Your still affectionate sister, 


NANCY JUBSON. 


N. B. Mr. Judson desires his love, and says you muge 
reecive this letter as from both of us. 


DEPARTURE OF THE MISSIONARIES. 
Newburyport, (Mass ) October 24. 


We announce with pleasure, that the elegant brig Dry- 
adc, James Buthngton, master, bound to Ceyion and C al- 
cutta, went to sea from this port yesterday afternoon, with 
a pleasant breeze, and got safe over the bar about four 
o’clock. Passengers, Rev. James Richards and lady ; 
Rev. Daniel Poor and lady; Rev. Horatio Birdwell and 
lady: Rev. Benjamin C. Meigs and lady, and Rev. Ed- 
ward Warren. “hese gentlemen have ieft their native 
land and their friends, under the patronage of the Ameri- 
can Board of Coramissioners for Foreign Missions, with 
the benevolent design of preaching the Gospel of Peace 
and Salvation amoag the Heathen. They will land at Co- 
lumbdo, in the island of Ceylon, where, it is understood, 
Satisfactory assurances have been received that they will 
be well received by the natives and protecied by the eo- 
vernment—and, in co-operation with the brethren settic 
at Bombay, it is hoped that a foundation will be laid for ar 
extensive missionary establishment in that part of the 
world, where so many millions of the human race are 
perishing for the lack of wisdom. 
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Departure of the Missionaries. 


A very large concourse of the people assembied on the 
wharf ard on board the brig at the hour of sailing, and 
the beloved missionaries and their partners were com- 
mended to the protection of Almighty God in an appro. 
priate prayer by the Rev. Dr. Spring, after which the foi- 
lowing lines were sung, in the tune of Old [lundred, on 
the wharf. 


FAREWELL TO THE MISSIONARIES, 


Sovereign of worlds! display thy pow’r, 
Ke this thy Zion’s favor’d hour; 

Bid the bright morning star arise, 

And point the nations tothe skies. 


Set up thy throne where Satan reigns, 
On Afric’s shore, on India’s plains ; 
(}n wilds and continents unknown— 
And be the universe thine own! 


Speak—and the world shall hear thy voice ; 
Speak—and the deserts shall rejoice! 
Scatter the shades of moral night; 

l.ct worthless idols flee the light! 


Trusting in Him, dear brethren rear 
Fle gospel standard void of fear; 
fz0 seek with joy your destined shore, 


To view your native land no more. 


Y°s—Christian Heroes !—go—procleim 
Salvation through IMMANUEL’S name; 
Po [:dia’s clime the tidings bear, 

And plant the Rose of Sharon there. 


He’ll shield you witha w-ll of fire, 
With flaming zeal your breasts inspire ; 
bid raging winds their fury cease, 

And hush the tempest into peace. 


And when our labors all are o’er, 

Shen we shall meet to part no more: 
Meet with the blood-bonht throng to fal 
4d crewn our Jesus LORD OF ALL: 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE MADISON SOCIETY, AUXILIARY TO THES BAP 
TIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Formed on Thursday, fourteenth September, in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


Impressed with the importance of aiding our brethren 
in sending the gospel among the heathen, by Missionary 
exertions; and, knowing the injunction of our Blessed 
Saviour—* freely ye have received ; freely give:”—We, 
whose names are annexed, do agree to associate ourselves 
together for Missionary purposes, to be known by the 
name of “Zhe Afadison Society, auxiliary to the Baptist 
Board of Foreign Missions’’—piedging ourselves to be 
euided by the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. THE great object of this Society is, as 
a Member of the BAPTIST CONVENTION for Mis- 
sionary Purposes, to aid the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions. 

ART. II. This Society shall consist of persons, who 
subscribe to this constitution, and pay into gthe treasury 
one dollar ormore annually. Any person m-y withdraw 
his name, at pleasure, by paying up all arrears. 

ART. ili. [he concerns of this Society shall be ves- 
ted in a Board of Directors; consisting of a President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and four Trustees, who shall be 
chosen by ballet annuaily. 

ART. IV. The Board shall meet as often as may be 
found expedient ; and shall also appoint as many Assis- 
tants as may be thought necessary, to ensure efficient 
and extensive operation to the designs of the Society ;— 
each of which Assistants shall be furnished with a copy 
of this constitution, for the special purpose of obtaining 
subscriptions and dowations; and of coliecting and for- 
warding the same to the freasurer, at or before the time 
of the annual mecting ; and shall also transmit to the Sece 
retary the names of the subscribers, on his copy of the 
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ronsiitution, together with the amount of their subscripe 
tions. 

ART. V. The President shall preside at ali the meet- 
ings of the Board, or in case of absence, the Board shall 
appoint achairman, fro tem. The president, with two 
of the Directors, may call a special meeting of the Board, 
if thought necessary. A majority of the Board shall 
form a quorum to transact business. 

ART. VI. The Secretary shall record the proceedings 
of the Society, and of the Board; shall register the name 
of the members, witn their annual subscriptions; nd 
likewise all donations to the Society, with the names of 
the donors (in case there be no objection;) shail place 
numbers on the copies of the constitution that shali be 
put into the hands of the Assistants, and shall record the 
name of each Assistant, with his number, with the names 
of subscribers and their several sums, each on a separate 
page; the whole of which shall be open to the inspection 
of the Beard, at any of their regular meetings. The Sec- 
retary shall also correspond with the Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions, and such other societies and individu- 
als as the Board:may direct. 

ART. VII. The Treasurer shall take care of the mo- 
nies paid into his hands, and pay them out, pursuant to a 
resolve of the Board, to whom his account shall always 
be open to inspection. At every annuai meeting of the 
Society, he shall exhibit a full state of the receipts and 
expenditures. 

ART. VIII. The Trustees shall make such arrange- 
ment with the Treasurer, as shallj furnish adequate secu- 
rity for the funds. 

ART. IX. Aljl donations, legacies or subscriptions to 
this Society, specifically designated for the translation of 
the Scriptures, shall be appropriated to that particuiar ob- 
ject. 

ART. X. This Society shall, at such time and place, 
as shall have been previously appointed, hold an annual 
meeting, at which time a missionary sermon may be ex- 
pected : shall transact any business which may occur, and 
shall appeint the time and place for the next annual meet- 
ing. 
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ART. XI. Whereas it is the purpose of this Society 
to become a competent member of * Zhe General Cone 
vention of the Baptist Denomination in the United States 
of America for Foreign Missions,’ a regular transmission 
shall be made from the funds of this Society, on or be- 
fore the first day of May annually, to the Treasurer of the 
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, instituted by the 
Convention; and Delegates may be regularly and duly 
appointed by the Society to attend the said Convention. 

ART. XIl. Any alterations may. be made in this Cone 
stitution, at an annual meeting, by two thirds of the mem- 
bers present. 





SKETCH OF THE BIRMAN EMPIRE. 


As this country is contemplated as the scene of the 
American Baptist Mission, itis presumed that a brief 
sketch of its history will not be unacceptable to our read- 
ers. 

From the testimony of the Portuguese historians it ap- 
pears, that in the middie of the 16th century, four pow- 
erful states divided among them the regions that lie be- 
tween the south-east province of British India, Yunan in 
Cuina, and the Eastern Sea; their terriiories extending 
from Cassay and Assam, on the N. W.as far south-east 
ward as the tsiuud of Junkseyion. These nations were 
known to Europeans by the names of Arracan, Ava, Pe- 
eue, andSiam. Properly Yee-Xe.m borders onthe S. E. 
province of British India, and inciudes the sea coast, 
with what is called the broken Islands, as far south as 
Cape Negrais. Ava, the name of the ancient capital of 
the Birmans, has been usually accepted as the name of the 
country. This empire is situated eastward of Arracan, 
from which it is divided by a ridge of lof y mountains.— 
On the N. W. it is separated from the kingdom of Cas- 
say by the river Keen-duem; op the north it is boanded 
by mountains and petty independent principailitics, that 
hie contiguous to Assam; on the N. E and East, it touches 
on China, and North Siam: en the south, its limits have 
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324 Sketch of the Birman Bmftirey 


so often varied, that it is difficult to ascertain them wifi 
any precision. 

About the middle of the last century, Alompra, the 
father of the present dynasty, by the valor of his arms, 
eom pletely conquered the kingdoin of Peue, and annex. 
ed itto the Birman empire. The whole population of 
the two kingdoms thus united, was, in the year 1795, com. 
puted at 16 or 17 millions, which in all provability has 
increased several millions since that time. 

To unoffending strangers of whatever nation or reli- 
gion, the Bi “mans may be considered generally as humane 
and hospitable; but vindictive and unrelenting towards 
their enemies. Their morality, though said to be of the 
strictest kind, is nevertheless very defective: for while 
some crimes not ef the ost atrocious kind are punished 
with death, such for instance are drunkenness wien re- 
peated a second time) etuers equally injurious to the ine 
terests of socicty are passed over wholly unpunished. 

In their treatinent of the softer sex, the Birmans are 
destitute boih of delicacy and humanity, considering woe 
men as little superiorto the brute stock of their farms, 
The tower class of Birmans make no scruple of selling 
their dauguiers, and even their wives, to foreigners who 
€ome to pms 8 a temporary residence amongst them. It 

reflects no diszrace on any of the parties and the womaa 
is not dish: onored by the connexion. 

fone Birmans lke the other nations of the East are pa- 
gans: hence priests, temples, and idols, arc every w here 
to be met with. The image oF Gaudma, their principal 
idol, resembles the hunan form ins ape and teatures, 
and is represented sittine cross-legged on the top of a pe- 
destai. At Logatherpoo Praw, a co:lossal image ook Gaud- 
ma is thus described by a respectable autlior : 

“Phe teinple in which this stupendous idol is placed, 
differs from ot her pyramidical buildings, by having an 
arched excavation that containsthe image. Qn entering 
this dome, our surprise was greativ excited at behoiding 
such a monstrous representation of the divinity. It was- 
a Gaudma of marble seated on a pedestal in its customary 
position. Vane height of tie idol, from the top of the 
head to the pedestal on which it sat, was nearly twenty- 
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four feet; the head was eicht feet in diameter, and across 
the breast it measured ten; the hands were from five to 
six feet long; the pedestal, which was also of marble, 
was raised eight feet from the ground.—T he Birmans as- 
serted, that this, like every other Gaudma which I had 
seen of the same material, was composed of one entire 
block of marble; nor could we on the closest inspection 
ubserve any junction of parts. If what they said was 
true, it remains a matter of much curiosity, to discover 
how sucha ponderous mass could be transported from its 
native bed, and raised in this place.” 

Some of their temples are very spacious, and are orna- 
mented with lofty gilded spires. But of the manner in 
which they conduct their worship, the writer of this has 
seen no distinct account. Although their Rhaahans, or 
priests, are numerous, and probably attached to their reli- 
gious rights, yet they have no Cas¢ to enslave the mind by 
its infernal terrors. > 

The pepuiation of Rangoon, where our brother Judson 
resides, is at present cemputed 80,000. This place is 
considered as the asvium of insolvent debtors from the 
different settlements in India, and is hence crowded with 
foreigners of desperate foriunes, whe find fromthe Bir- 
mans a friendiy reception. Here are to be found fugitives 
from all countries of the east, and of all complexions, 
“The members of this discordant multitude are not only 
perneitted to reside under the protection of government, 
but likewise enjoy the most liberal toleration in matters 
of relision , they celebrate their several rites and festivals 
totally disregarded by the Birmans, who have no inclina- 
tion to make proselytes. In the same street may be heard 
the solemn voice of Muezzin, calling pious Islamites te 
early prayers, and the bell of the Portuguese chapel t-nk- 
ling a surnmon to Romish Christians. Processions meet 
and pass each other, without giving or receiving offence. 


y 


The Birmansnever trouble then:scives aboutthe religious 


Opinions of any sect, nor disturb their ritual ceremonies, 
pievided they donot break the peace, or mecae with their 
OWnD c:vinity Gaudma; but Hf any person commit an out- 


rage, the offencer is sure to be put mite {Le stecks; and 
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if that does not calm his turbulent enthusiasm, they bas. 
tinado him into tranquility.” 

Such is the account which Symes gives of religious to. 
Jeration in the Birman empire. But if the Christianity 
we are endeavoring to send them, should eventualiy sub. 
vert the idolatry of Gaudma, (and it will do them no good 
unless it docs.) it may possibly excite opposition. _ A cor. 
rupted Christian ty, which could mainiatn some agrermene 


sith the temple of idols. would be much less iikely te 


meet wi:h opposition, than that which holds xo fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness. 

We perceive nothing. however, from the state of socie. 
ty in Birmah, or from their religious prejudices, which 
®ught to discourage us from attempting to diffuse the 
light of the glorious gospel among them. Doifficuities are 
more or less to be expected in every attempt to spread 
the gospel in heathen countries. But by the blessing of 
God upon the faithful:persevering labors of his servants, 


‘we may hope to overcome them. Much, however, will 


depend on the fiety and firudence of the missionaries 
who are sent Should these, fo: getful of their sacred of: 
fice, engage in worldly pursuits, or should they embroil 
themselves with the political affairs of the country, or, 
what would be worst of all, shou'd they become immoral 
in their iives, they would do an infinite injury to the cause 
which they are sent to propagate. 

We have much to hope from the undoubted piety and 
prudence of our brethren, who are gone, and destined to 
go tothat country. They share our highest confidence 
and esteem, aid will be unceasingly remembered by thou- 
sands atathrone of grace We trust our views in send- 
ing theny are pure and disinterested; hence we must be 
indulged to hope, that ere long we shall hear of the glo- 
ricus triumphs of almighty grace among that idolatrous 
people. We will offer our continued supplicationg, that 
the standerd of the Cross may be planted within the im 
perial walls of Ummerapoora, and the Irrawaddy event 
aliy be as noted for baptismal solemnities as was the ale 
cient Jordan. 

Go then, ve dear Missionaries of the Cross, and pw): 
lish the name of your royal Master! Go tell kings and 
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gwains, that God has so loved the world, that he gave hia 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting ife. Go teach their igno- 
rant Rhahaans the way of God more perfectiy, and point 
the dying sinner to the Lam of God, who taketh away 
the sin of the world. And may the blessing of thousands, 
ready to “perish in all the wretchedness of pagan icolatry, 
come on you through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 





HINTS ON MINISTERIAL ADDRESS, &e. 


To the Editor of the Mass. Bap. Miss. Magazine. 
Sir, 

I have just now finished perusing the second time a 
piece entitied, “The propriety and importance of Ministe- 
rial address to the unconverted,” by Newton, Vol. iit. 
page 277 of your Magazine. 

I have wished and waited for something more on the 
subject before this time, but as nothing hitherto has ap- 
peared, these few hints are submitted to your inspection, 
and, should you think them of any use, to an insertion in 
the Magazine. 

The subject itself is without controversy highly impor- 
tant; and should be studied, and if possibie clearly under- 
stood, by all who profess to teach lost sinners the way of 
salvation. Some indeed, not only neglect to address any 
warnings and exhortations to sinners, but discard the idea, 
supposing it to be irreconcilable with the doctrines of 
grace. Others admit that the ungodly are to be address- 
ed but not exhorted to the performance of any thing spirit- 

ual ; for this they think is incompatible with the doctrine 
of human depravity, and the necessity of divine influence 
to change the heart ofa sinner. 

It appears to me highly probable, that these views have 
originated, at least, in part, in some of the following 
things. 

First t. In confused and mistaken ideas of human de- 
firavity In a want of distinguishing between netura? 
and moral inability. 
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Some speak of human depravity in such a strain,as would 
lead us to consider the sinner, as an object of fity more 
than of dlame : as though sin were a misfortune rather 
than a crime; and the inability of sinners were natural in- 
stead of moral. Hence the cant phrase, “ Poor sinner, 
poor sinner!’’ If this view of human depravity were 
just, I acknowledge exhortations and warnings to the un- 
converted would be utterly inconsistent; but I appre- 
hend, that the scriptures give us a very different account 
of the state of sinners. 

Ye will not come to me that ye might have life. Men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. Forevery one that doeth evil, hateth the light. 
Zhe carial mind is enmity against God, forit is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can 6be.* These 
passages clearly state the doctrine of depravity; but 
whercin does it consist? In aversicn from coming to 
In hatred to the light of divine truth; and in en- 
mity to God and his law. Some perhaps may object to 
this, as being a partial statement: and urge, that sinners 
are represented as being blind, deaf, and even dead To 
this it may be answered ; that elsewhere sinners are rep- 
resented as being volui tary in these things; as closing 
their eyes, &’c. Moreover the same characters are ad- 
dressed as follows, ‘“ Look, ye blind, and hear, ye. deaf: 
arise from the dead.t| If the inability of sinners were 
natural, it would be impossible on any principle that we 
Rnow of, to make sense of the above language; but if we 
admit it to be wholly of a moral kind, the above passages 
are not only consistent, but forcié/e, and carry in them 
much conviction and reproof to those to whom they are 
addressed. Those whe speak of human depravity insuch 
a manner, as to keep out of view the idea of biame, de- 
prive themselves of the most powerful weapon, where- 
with to fix conviction on the hearts of sinners: nor should 
they complain of the want of success in their ministry, 
when they forbcar to use the weapons with which the 
word of God hath furnished them for this purpose. They 
may feel, perhaps, a kind of satisfaction in being se/f con- 


Johny, 49. ii, 19,20, Romy viii, 7. ¢ Isa. xlii, 18. Eph. v. 14. 
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sistent. It is possible, however, to be consistent with our- 
selves, and vet disagree with the wordof God. Our in- 
quiry ought not to be, whether we are consistent with 
ourselves, but whetherour creed and our conduct agree 
with the examples given us by Christ and his apostles: 
Whether weare faithful to our charge, and to the souls of 
our hearers: Whether we can say when we have come 
down from the pulpit, that we have “ commended our- 
selves to every man’s conscience, in the sight of God?” 
How can we say so, if we have not so much as addressed 
the conscience at all ? This perhaps will bear a moment’s 
reflection. 

Secondly. his may be owing, toan unwarrantable lim- 
itation of the word Gosfel, soas merely to signify a dece 
laration of mercy Gnd frardon. 

That the gospel contains such a declaration, I have no 
inclination whatever to deny; nay, I rejoice in it as the 
foundation of my hope, as a sutlty creature: but to make 
itto mean simply this, and no more, appears to me unwar- 
rantable. Hence ministers have unnecessarily tied their 
own hands. ‘It has been disputed whether the gospel 
consists ntierely of promises, or whether it can in any 
sense be calleda law. The answer plainly depends upon 
adjusting the meaning of the words, gospel and law. If 
the zospel be taken for that declaration of his will, which 
God hath made to men by Jesus Christ, and which is con- 
tained in the New Testament, it is evident, that this con- 
tains commands andeven threatenings: but to define the 
gospel soas toexpress only the favorable part of that 
declaration, is indeed taking the question for granted, 
and confining the word to a sense much less extensive 
than it often has in scripture.’’ Compare Rom. ii. 16, 
Thes. i. 8, 1 Tim. 1.10. 11.* The gospel then taken in 
this view, (and I see no reason why it shoul: not,) con- 

eS Precepts or commands.t Secondly, of course 
t requires obedience.${ Thirdly, it hath an awful sanc- 
one, The reader is requested to consult the passages 
referred to, below, before he proceeds any further. 


* Buck’s Theological Dictionary, Article Gospel. 
tI. John iii. 23. t Rom. xvi. 26. Mark xvi. 16. 
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It is certain that God commands all men every where to 
refient. Butthe holy law knows nothing of repentance, 
It neither commands it, nor would it accept of it, if it 
were offcred toit, seeing it is foreign to its nature. 

Ii follows therefore that this command belongs to the 
gospel, unless we suppose some other revelation, which ig 
neitherlaw nor gospel. Again, we have a commandment 
20 believe on his son Jesus: Christ, put the law is not of 
faith. ‘here then shall we fix thiscommand if not in the 
gospel? One thing however is certain, it is found in the 
New Testament. Commends and injunctions from their 
very nature require obedience : accordingly we find those 
of the gospel dothe same. We read of obedience to the 
Faith: and of not obeying the gospel.* Such expressions 
are designed, I presume, not only to shew the things men- 
tioned to be necessary, but require a compliance. Nor 
€an we evade the argument grounded on these and simi- 
Jar passages by saying, that the same things are eisewhere 
said to be the gifts of God, unless 1t be proved that a 
thing cannot be our duty,except we can periorm it of our- 
selves independent of divine aid! But this wiil not be at- 
tempted. Further, it is written, that he that believeth not 
shall be damned; that he is condemned already ; hor are 
we left to conjecture the reason, for it is added, because 
he hath not believed, &c.—the wrath of God abideth on 
him, vengeance wili be taken on them who ofey nor the 
gospel. Itisa part of the gospel and of the faith in Christ, 
to make knowna judgment day. ‘The command to re- 
pent is enforced by the certainty and precision of a future 
judsemeni.t 

When | had as impartially as I could, weighed the sense 
of the above passages, with many others of the same Im- 
port, I could find no reason to confine the word gospel, a3 
usedin the New Testament, to the mere declaration of 
mercy and pardon. These area part, but notthe w/e 
truth of the gospel. But we must declare the whole 
counsel of God, 

Thirdly. Some have adopted that strain of preaching, 
which exciudes wainings and exhortations to sinners, } 


8. 1 Pet. iv. 17. ¢ Acts. 


5. xvi. 26. 2 Thes. 1. 


* Rom. i. 
xvii. 3U, 31, 
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fear from a desire of being reputed very orthodox. This 
reminds me of the anecdote of the black man and his 
tree, which he said was so straight, that it leaned a little 
the ether way. In like manner some preachers, perceiv- 
ing the inconsistencies, and the dangerous tendencies of 
the Arminian system, and abhorring the idea of being even 
suspected of leaning ¢hat way, have crossed the path, and 
are progressing toward another extreme. What if Armi- 
nians have quoted certain passages, and have endeavored 
to press them into their service? Shall I therefore criti- 
cise and refine away their plain meaning? I may by this 
method go wider of the mark than they have done. We 
should avoid making favorites of certain’ parts of the word 
of truth, tothe neglect of others. True orthodexy cone 
sists in adoptine the wAole of the revealed will of God 
for the rule of our faith and practice, and not im being 
strenuous ior certain parts. #orall Scripiure was given 
by inspiration of God, and is frojituble for doctrine. for 
refroof, jor correction, jor instruction m righteousness, 
that the man of God may be pfrerfect, thoroughiv furnished 
unto all caod works.* 

It will be acknowledged, without any reluctance, at least 
by those to whom these few hints are suggesied that the 
apostles understood the nature of human depravity, as 
well as the nature of the gospel; yet the following was 
their language: Acfent ye, and bclieve the gospel. They 
went and fireached that men should refient. God comman- 
deth all men everywhere torefient, Testifying to the 
Jews, and also to the Greeks, rehentance toward God,and 
futith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. Knowing the ters 
rors of the Lord, we persuade men. Surely such language 
as this includes more than a mere statement of facts, for 
which some have contended as being all that a christian 
minister has to do or say to the uncorverted part of his 
hearers. How this mere stating of facts compo:ts with 
the idea of fersuading men, and even of compelling sine 
ners to come in to the gospel feast, 1 am at present unable 
to see. 

_ Twill add but one thought more for the presert. and it 
is this: [t appears to me very evident, that the principles 
*2 Tim. iii, 16, 17. 
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which these few hints are intended to support, are at the 
bottom of Missionary exertions, while their oppos:tes are 
ealculated to cramp, if not to kill such exertions. Indeed, 
T speak not from mere theory, though, for ought I see, [ 
might; but I speak from facts, which have come under 
my own observation. ‘T'o this remark there may be ex- 
eeptions ; but I speak of the tendencies of those princi. 
plesin general, and of which [ have had the opportunity, 
in some instances, of seeing practical proof. This pres- 
ent may be called an‘“era of missions.”” There are rea- 
sons for believing, that the night is far sfent, and that 
some glorious dayisat hand. The attention of the chur- 
ches and ministers of Christ appears to be aroused to an 
hitherto unknown degree, to the spreading of the glorious 
gospel at home and abroad. If we have adopted senti- 
ments, which, if suffered to operate according to their 
genuine tendency, would have an unfavorable aspect to- 
ward the universal spread of the gospel, and in any de- 
gree would retard our ownexertions, or those of others ; 
it is time for us to re-examine them, and see whether they 
will bear the test when compared with those of the proph- 
ets and the apostles. This last thought,isone reason for cal- 
ling the ttention of your readers to the subject at this time, 
otherwise, 1 suppose, I have said little or nothing on these 
points, but what has been said again and again. 

With great deference to the opinions and judgments of 


greater names, I suoscribe myself your correspondent, &q 
IOTA. 


MEMO'R OF THE REV. SOLOMON BROWN. 


We announced the death of the Rev. Soromon Brown 
in our last number. Some further particulars of his 
death have come to our knowledge: which together 
with a very brief and imperfect sketch of his life we now 
publish. < 

In early life he gave evidence of piety; and made a 
public profession of his faith in the blessed Redeemer, 
by being baptized and joining his people. After this he 
was cyidently for some years ina state of declension. — 
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But not long after the close of the American war, he was 
again brought toa sense of his duty, and soon commen- 
ced preaching the gospel. He was ardained to the work 
of the ministry in the town of Pawlet, state of Vermont, 
There he was called to bury the wife of his youth. Not 
long afier, he was married to Miss Satty Nasu, a per- 
son of piety, with whom he lived till his death. 

In the year 1795, Mr. Brown removed to Peru, in the 
county of Clinton, state of New-York. He employed 
about twenty years of his laborious life in preaching the 
gospel in the counties of Clinton and Essex, and was 
greatly instrumental in planting and watering the chur- 
ches of the Essex Association. These churches being 
eenerally destitute of ministers, depended upon him to 
administer the ordinances and to assist them in matters of 
discipline. . 

In the year 1813, Mr. Brown made his last remove for 
this world, to the town of Caledonia in the county of 
Genesee. There he continuedto preach the gospel for 
about two years, and then was summoned away from all 
terrestrial scenes. About six weeks before his death he 
was taken with a violent cold or influenza. He told his 
companion that he should not live many days. On the 
third day, being still out of health, he went to meeting; 
preached twice. In the last discourse, he spoke with un- 
usual fervor. His soul appeared so overwhelmed witha 
sense of divine truth that he hardiy knew whether he was 
in the body or not. He told the assembly plainly that his 
Stay with tiem was short, and frem the impression he had 
had, he was almost ready to depart. He observed, “ The 
Master is just behind: He will certainly come and will not 
tarry”’ Towards the closeof his discourse,he exclaim- 
ed, I feel as a dying man: I feel as though I should live 
forever. He spoke so long that his friends feared he 
would fall down while speaking. After dismissing the 
people, he addressed them again, and told them, his love 
for them was so great, that he could not forbear speaking. 
He then broke bread to the church, and while performing 
this service, he observed—that it is common for people 
when they are sick to think they shall not live: but I feel 
as I never felt befere: and intimated that he should never 
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break bread to them again. Notwithstanding the extra. 
ordinary labors of this day, his health appeared better in 
the evening than in the morning. But he continued in a 
declining state of health for two or three weeks; and 
then recovered. The impression that he should shortly 
leave the world, still remained with him; and he free 
quently conversed with his wife on the subject. And now 
the hour of his departure drew near. Rising eariy in 
the morning, he took breakfast, went out amoung his neigh- 
bors and returned in the latter part of the day in apparent 
health. As he was about to sit down with his family at 
the table, he was seized with a violent pain in his stomach ; 
he was sensible that it was death, and that medical aid 
could not relicevehim. His physician promised him relief, 
but he told the physician that he should die ; that he had 
a strengthened hope in a crucified Saviour. He spoke 
to those around him: “ What I have said to you my chil- 
dren, in private, what [have said io you my friends in 
public, I now firmly believe; attend to that, for I can say 
no more to you now.” Some person spoke to him about 
his money, ‘QO, (said he) I have set my face the other 
way.” Hecalled for water and drank, saying, ‘1 shall 
drink no more till I drink it new im the king dom of hea- 

ven.’ He afterwards appeared to be nearly gone, but 
recovering a little, he said, “I thought I had got through, 
but I have net’? Thusdied Eider SotcmMon Brown, 
on the 2d day of July, 1815, in the 59th year of his age. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


The setting apart of brother George H. Hough as @ mis 
stonary to india beyond the Ganges. 
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The board are persuaded that the circumstances at- 
tendant on the acceptance and employment of brother 
Hough will afford gratification, and create thankfulness 
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tothe Head of the church, who asks not in vain * whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?” The language of 
the heart of brother Hough is, “ Heream I, send me.” 

Mr. Hough is about 28 years ofage, a native of Wind- 
sor, Vt. and member of the Baptist church at Pawtuck- 
et, R. I. 

In his letter soliciting the patronage of the Board, after 
some account of the religious exercises of his mind, he 
observes,—** with an impression that it was my duty to 
pecome a servant inthe church, for Christ’s sake, and 
having a special regardin my heart for the advancement 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom and the everlasting welfare 
ofmen, I obeyed, as well the call of duty as that of the 
church, and engaged with much weakness and trembling 
in the ministry of the word. Since the time I received 
the knowledge of the truth, I have had a disposition of 

ind towards a missionary lite ;—have felt a peculiar and 
strong desire for the fulfilment of those prophecies, which 
relate to the universal reiyn of Christ on earth, and have 
been, and still am. noi oniy willing, but desirous of offer- 
Ine my om asa living sacrifice to God, that his gracious 
purposes might be accomplished i in me and others. For 
about one year past, my impressions of duty relative to 
epgaving in the India mission have been increasing. Hav- 
ing spent my early years in acquiring the art of printing, 
and it having been intimated that a new station wouid be 
sought by the Americsp missionaries, where a printiog 
establishment would be eminently useful towards accom- 
plishing the object of the mission, I felt upon my mind a 
kind of dousle obligation to offer myself to the respected 
Board of Foreign Missions for their patronage and assis- 
tance; that they would allow me the happiness of making 
the sacrifices, encountering the trials, enduring the fa- 
tigues, and dying the death of a missionary. 

“One persuasion has ever occupied my mind upon 
this subject, thatit it were my duty, ifGed designed me 
to labour in that part of his vineyard, He himself would 
conduct me towards it by his Providence ; and I cannot 
“help observing, that every step which I have taken to- 
wards the present interview has been apparently to my 
mind providentially directed; and I think I could never 
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have felt satisfied that I had done my duty, without pres. 
senting myseif, asI nowdo, to this Board, and intreating 
that they would bestow on me the favor, which it is now 
in their powerl hope consistently to grant, of living and 
dying their missionary in India. 

NIrs. Hough in a letter to her parents about the same 
time, with aview to reconcile their minds to her going to 
India, thus tenderly addresses them:—* I can anticipate 
your feelings in parting with one of your children proba- 
bly for life, and I feel all that reluctance, which an affec- 
tiomate child would feel for kind parents, when I leave 
you fora distant country. My husband has long been de- 
sirous of going to India, and he feels confident that he can 
be more useful in the cause of Christ there, than in any 
other place. Heis professedly engaged in that cause, to 
promote which ought to be the object of all christians. 
They ought to be willing to make sacrifices, to endure 
hardships, and to forsake all for Christ’s sake and the gos- 
pel’s. : 

‘‘ You, my dear mother, professing to be a follower of 
Jesus, to feel interested in his cause, let me ask. if you do 
not wish to promote it—if you do not desire to see that 
day, when the gospel shall be preached to every nation 
under heaven ?—How would you teel if deprived of your 
Bible and the preaching of the gospel? Would you not 
be willing to go even to India for the enjoyment of such 
a biessing? And if salvation depend upon knewing and 
believing in Christ, and if there is greater joy in a well 
grounded hope and faith in the gospel, than in all the pleas- 
ures of the world, is it not of yreat impor-.ance, that the 
heathen should taste of these joys? I know you will say 
that it is of importance ‘hat the gospel should be preach- 
ed to the n—and why not my husband endure the hard- 
ships incident to a :utssionary life, as wellas others? Why 
should not [ go to India as well as other women, and share 
with my husband the trials and comforts of a life devoted 
to the cause of truth? [ hope you and all otier christians 
wul pray for us, that we faint not in the day of trial’ __. 

On the evening of Thursday 25th inst. in the Baptist 
meeting house, in Sansom Street, brother Hough was 
solemnly set apart by prayer and the imposition of hands 
to the serviee of a Missionary, intended for the empire of 
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Burmah. Introductory prayer by brother Rice ;* sermon ot es 
from Mat. xxiv. 14. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall ; ie Lone G 
be preached in all the world fora witness unto all nations.” Be i 

By the Rev. Mr. White ; consecrating prayerby the Rev. 
Dr. Staughton, imposition of hands by the Rev. Drs, 
S:aughton and Hiclcombe, and the Rev. Messrs, White, 
Grigg, and Rice; charge by Dr. Holcombe; address to 





the assembiy by Dr. Staughton; closing prayer, by Mr. CE 

Grigg The solemnities were impressive ; and a collec- Poe le 

tion was taken for missionary purposes. ee 
Onthe first of November. Brethren Natuan WriGHT fit 

and SoLtomow GARDNER, were ordained to the work of i 

the Gospel Ministry inthe Baptist Church of Christ in Ee 


New-Lisbon, county ef Otsego, N. Y. Sermon by El- 
der Daniel Robinson, from Matt xxi. 6, 7.—Prayer at the BE: 
consecration of Br. Wright, by Eld. Daniel Bolton; im- oS eee 
position of hands by Elds. Bolton, Sweet and Bostwick; 
charge by Eld. Bostwick; right hand of fellowship by 
Eld. Sawen. Prayer at the consecration ef Br. Gardner 
by Eld. Wakefield; imposition of hands by Elders Wake- 
fild, Sawen, Richman, Wares and Robinson; right hand 
of fellowship, by Eider Sweet. 

The whole was conducted with decency and order in 
the presence of a large, attentive and solemn assembly. 


—aE > o3:; 
A NEW YEAR’s HYMN. > oe | 
By the late Col. Rufus Norton, of Chesterfield, (NV. Y.} ) ve Y 

1. Great Fountain of love, 

In the regions above, 

Transcendant in glory sublime ; e 
To thee let me raise it pee 
, My sweet anthem of praise, 3 
While 1 sail o’er the billows of time. 





* For the information of brethren at a distance, it may be proper ; By 
just to observe that brother R. who, as well as brother and sister Wreath! 
¥udson, went out to India under the patronage of the pedo-baptist | 
churches, and whe were baptized in Calcutta, by the Rev. Mr. Wardy. a 
ene ot the missionaries at Seraimpore, and one of the associate pas- ma 

_- «tors of the church at Serampore and Calcutta, and were received te ie 
the communion of that church , has, since his return to the U. States, Ns 
become a member of the baptist church in Sansom Street, Philadel- el 
phia ; thus strengthening the ties which unite him to his brethrem 5 

ahs country. PR § 
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2. Through grace'I’m alive, 
And in comfort survive, 
To hail the first dawn of the year: 
In holy delight, 
With my friends I'll unite, 
And adore thee with praises sincere. 


3. To thee, Lord, I owe 


All [have here below, 

And all that I hope for above: 
Through troubles and cares, 
And through dangers and snares, 


I’ve experienced thy goodiess and love. 


A. With sweet filial fear 


Let me open the year, 
And thee in prostration adore ; 
And iet me begin 
A new warfare with sin, 
To endure till my years are no more, 


$. I’ve vow’d to be thine; 
Let me never repine, 

Though hell is for battle array’d ; 
Thy banners are spread, 
Waving over my head, 

While beneath them I'll not be afraid. 





6. For thee I'd forego 
Every pleasure below ; 
For thee every danger I'd dare; 
Yet Lord, what am I? 
On thy grace I rely, 
Or my soul would this moment despair. 


7. My bosom inspire 
With devotiona! fire, 

And teach me to run in thy ways: 
With joy let me tread 
Where the faithful have led, 


Till I’ve number’d the last of my days; 


6. Then take me, I pray, 

To the regions of day, __ 
Transporting, celestial, divine ; 

Aud there let me raise 

My sweet anthems of praise, 
While dear angels in harmony join. 











